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Coordinator:
For standing by. At this time all participants are in a listen only mode until the question and answer session of today’s conference. At that time you may press star and the number 1 if you would like to ask a question.

Today’s conference is being recorded. If you have any objections you may disconnect at this time.


I’d like to turn the call over to Mr. Michael Cagle. Sir you may begin your conference.

Michael Cagle:
Thank you very much and good afternoon everyone or good morning depending upon where you’re located. We’d like to welcome you to the Experimental Sites Initiative and Dual Enrollment Webinar today.


And again my name is Michael Cagle and I’ll be one of your trainers today.


But also joining me is David Musser and Craig Munier. They will be presenting as well and all of us will be assisting with the questions and answer portion at the end of the webinar today.


Before we begin I would like to go over a few of our housekeeping items. That’s always important. You should all have a copy of today’s PowerPoint presentation. It was forwarded to you in an email. I sent that out this morning to you.

If you did not get it for any reason you can still access it here in the classroom. And in order to do that on the very top part of your screen right to the left in the right hand corner there, to the left of the Feedback button, you will see three little pieces of paper icon. If you click on that icon it will bring up the PowerPoint presentation and you can print it.


At any rate it is available for you regardless so we hope that you will take that and have it available while we go through this session today.


I’d also like to let you know that we will be entertaining your questions at the end of the session. And the Operator will provide instructions for the live Q&A once the formal presentation is over today.


We’re going to answer a few of the common questions that we received from various schools throughout the course of the last couple of months. We’ll answer those throughout the session today. So that should maybe hopefully - you may have some of these same type of questions so hopefully you’ll hear the answer to the question that you have.


But in the end if your question is specific to your school or does not get answered today for any reason, please continue to send them to our ESI mailbox at experimentalsites@ed.gov. We have been keeping up on all those and we will continue to do so.


And thank you for your understanding and cooperation as we deal with a potentially large volume of questions we have since we have quite a few schools registered and are interested in this webinar today.


So with that in mind we’re excited to offer this session and I’m going to turn it now over to Craig Munier, Craig, it’s all yours.

Craig Munier:
Thank you Michael. Good day. My - I want to go over the agenda today a little bit briefly with you all. First, we’re going to discuss the experiment itself including a brief explanation of the details included in the Federal Register Notice that we published on November 3, 2015 as well as provide an overview of the waivers that are part of the experiment.


Then second we will talk about the requirements for participating institutions and how institutions will apply to participate in the experiment.


And finally we will describe some of the reporting requirements for the experiment to let you know some of the things that we anticipate schools will be required to report to the department regarding the experiment.


Implementing the experiments will require coordination amongst various offices on your campus. Although under this experiment schools are exempt from certain parts of the regulations, you are required to adhere to all other Title IV requirements.


Institutions should view participating in ESI as a collaborative effort. That means you’ll need to work with other offices at your institution such as the Financial Aid Office, Business Office, faculty, registrar, admissions, communications and the President’s office. That’s not intended to be an exhaustive list so you may want to think about what other offices some of which may be unique to your institution that you will need to work with.


Other groups you may partner with will be your accrediting agency, vendors, state agencies and other policy stakeholders.


You can see the administrative capability regulation on the screen. This is the regulation that requires institutions not just Financial Aid Staff, to craft policies that are compliant with federal laws and regulations. These requirements are no exception. It’s vitally important that you develop and carefully document your policies and procedures related to this experiment.


You’ll also want to ensure that you are in compliance with both federal and institutional policies. Remember administering federal student aid is an institutional responsibility. It is not just the responsibility of the Financial Aid Staff.


Remember too that talking with the Financial Aid Office can assist you with the application and approval process for this experiment. They are well versed on federal student aid regulations.


And now I’d like to turn it over to David Musser who will continue with today’s webinar. David.

David Musser:
All right, thanks very much Craig. And thank you all for your interest in this experiment. We’re glad to have you here to discuss dual enrollment and what we have planned for our experiment in the future.


So first, let’s talk at a very high level about what this experiment is. So you can see here on the screen this is the briefest summary that we could provide about what this experiment does, essentially will allow participating institutions to provide Pell Grants to students who are enrolled in secondary school while also enrolled in Title IV eligible post-secondary programs.


So that’s generally what we’re going for here. And I’ll start to delve into more detail in the coming slide.


So the department has some specific objectives for this experiment that we describe here on this slide. Our general set of objectives for the experiment are first, to learn how Pell Grant funding can expand opportunities from students from low income backgrounds to participate in dual enrollment, to explore how Pell Grant funding can expand access to rigorous coursework for high school students, and to provide the department with information regarding the number and characteristics of Pell eligible students who would likely to - who are likely to participate in dual enrollment programs.

So we hope to generate information about each of these items through surveys and other reporting from institutions. And we’ll talk about a little bit more about that in a few minutes. All of this information is designed to help us influence policy decisions about these issues in the future.


All right, so in general the department has some particular interests in certain kinds of dual enrollment arrangements that are aligned with post-secondary degrees and credentials in high demand fields including things like science, technology, engineering, mathematics, and computer science. We’re also interested in those that are aligned with career pathways and other career preparation programs.


So these types of dual enrollment arrangements have been shown to produce strong positive outcomes for students even though that we’re not actually requiring that any of these types of programs are necessary for you to participate in the experiment. They’re areas of particular interest for us at the department when we’re reviewing the various types of arrangements that you guys might have in your applications. So just something that we spelled out in the Federal Register Notice and want you to be aware of.


All right, so now let’s talk about the actual waivers that are provided in the dual enrollment experiment. So you can see on this slide that we have two columns. And the left column describes the current Title IV rules and regulations on these issues. And the right hand column describes the modified rules under the experiment.


So if you look at the left hand column, under the current rules a student may not receive Title IV aid including Pell Grants if the student is in addition to being enrolled in an eligible post-secondary program, also enrolled in a secondary school.


Furthermore a student must have a high school diploma or its recognized equivalent in order to receive any kind of Title IV aid. Now under the experiment an otherwise eligible student who is enrolled in an eligible post-secondary program and is also enrolled in a secondary school may receive Federal Pell Grant funding so that’s a huge change from what we’ve allowed in the past.


And importantly, an otherwise eligible student in - participating in the experiment also does not need a high school diploma or its recognized equivalent in order to receive a Pell Grant if they’re also enrolled in an eligible post-secondary program because it would be very difficult for you to implement this experiment if we didn’t waive that too.


We’ll go onto the next slide.


So here we have the exact waivers that we’re providing in this experiment. I’m not going to spend a whole lot of time on these but I provide them for those of you who have thought deeply about federal regulations. And I know that there are some of you out there.

So participating institutions will be exempt from Section 484(a)(1) of the Higher Education Act and 34 CFR 668.32(b). Those two provisions currently prohibit a student who is enrolled in a secondary school from receiving funds under the Pell Grant Program. And schools will also be exempt from Section 484(d) of the Higher Education Act and 34 CFR 668.32(e). And those require that a student have a high school diploma or its recognized equivalent to be eligible for Pell Grants.


So remember that these are the only statutory and regulatory provisions that are waived in this experiment and all other normal requirements for aid still applies and I’m going to explain why that’s particularly important for this experiment in just a moment.


So now let’s turn to some of the requirements for the experiment. And what we have here on the screen is sort of the fundamental requirement that we have for institutions that are participating.


So in order to participate in this experiment an institution must have an arrangement with one or more Local Educational Agencies which we call LEAs or public secondary schools as defined by the state in which the public secondary school is located.


The arrangement must permit public secondary school students to enroll in a Title IV Eligible Post-Secondary Program. And as part of your participation in the experiment you’ll be expected to document your arrangement with the LEA or the public secondary school so it would make sense to have all of these arrangements formalized in writing.


It’s also important to note that a dual enrollment arrangement under the experiment must meet all applicable requirements of a post-secondary institution’s accrediting agency.


So not all accrediting agencies have specific requirements regarding dual enrollment, but some do. If you’re interested in participating in this experiment and you haven’t already done so you should consult with your accrediting agency about its requirements for dual enrollment as soon as possible.


Go onto the next slide.


So there are a number of requirements that we set for the dual enrollment arrangement that you as a post-secondary institution need to have with a public secondary school or LEA. And we’re going to start describing those on this slide here so the first one that you see here is that an institution must require dually enrolled students to enroll in Title IV Eligible Post-Secondary Program as regular students.


So your institution might use different words for this for example some schools might say matriculated students. But what we mean here is that eligible students must be enrolled for the purpose of completing a program at your institution and obtaining a degree, certificate or other recognized educational credential offered by that institution.


So the full definition of what we call a regular student can be found in 34 CFR 600.2 if you’d like to look. But it’s very - this is one of the most important requirements of the experiment and it’s something that most schools may not do as part of their dual enrollment arrangements today. You do have to enroll students as regular students in Title IV Eligible Post-Secondary Programs in order for them to be eligible for Pell Grants in this experiment.


So looking at the second one here the arrangement must also ensure that students receive Federal Pell Grants only for coursework that applies towards completion of the credential that they’re enrolled in.

So such coursework may but is not required to also apply to the student’s secondary school diploma, sometimes called, you know, dual credit. And here we’re saying that just like every Title IV Eligible Program, when students taking coursework for which you offer Title IV aid that coursework needs to apply to the program. And the same thing is true in this experiment.


It can also apply to the student’s secondary school coursework and their requirements for completion but that’s not something that we’re requiring. That’s something that they can do.


So the third one here finally an institution must ensure that its dual enrollment arrangements do not impede participating students’ academic progress and persistence in secondary school so essentially this means that you want to avoid allowing a student to take post-secondary coursework at your institution if you know that it will interfere with the student’s completion of other requirements for graduating in a secondary school. And that might be something that you have to work out with the secondary school.

For example if the senior needed to complete a full set of high school courses in their final semester in order to graduate on time, you wouldn’t want your arrangement to permit that student to take post-secondary coursework that wouldn’t count towards the high school requirements. You wouldn’t want to delay that student’s graduation from high school.


So that needs to be part of your arrangement with the secondary school or the LEA.


We’ll go onto the next page.

So some additional requirements here for dual enrollment arrangements as part of this experiment, the first one here says that as part of your arrangement with an LEA or a public secondary school you must offer students the opportunity to earn the equivalent of at least 12 post-secondary credit hours that apply to the student’s program of study while the student is also enrolled in a public secondary school.


And I’ll talk a little bit more about what exactly that means in just a moment.

The second one here says the post-secondary institution must also take steps to ensure that students who enroll in post-secondary programs are adequately prepared academically for post-secondary level coursework. So this might include ensuring that students meet your normal requirements that apply for enrollment in a post-secondary program. That could include grade point average, placement tests, and other course prerequisites.


But the student should be able to succeed academically in these programs and whoever sets the requirement someone needs to determine what that means in your dual enrollment arrangement. It could be the LEA. It could be the secondary school or it could be the post-secondary institution.


And the final one on this slide is that the institution must prohibit the use of Federal Pell Grant funds for remedial coursework taken by students who are also enrolled in a public secondary school. So this is an important thing to note because it’s a shift from the flexibility that you as schools usually have outside the experiment to provide Title IV for a limited amount of remedial coursework to your student.


But as we noted before under the dual enrollment experiment an institution may only consider for Pell Grant purposes those courses that count toward completion of the student’s program. And that would preclude noncredit remedial coursework.


Onto the next slide, so you recall that I mentioned that we’re going to talk a little bit more about the 12 credit hour requirement. So I want to pause for a moment to respond to a question that we’ve often gotten already by - from institutions about this issue.


 Schools have asked, what does it actually mean to offer students the opportunity to earn the equivalent of at least 12 credit hours?


And what we mean by this is in order to meet the requirements for the experiment a school has to make available to dually enrolled students coursework that constitutes at least 12 credit hours that apply to the student’s program in which the student is enrolled while the student is still enrolled in a secondary school.


So we don’t require that an individual actually enroll in and complete 12 credit hours during the time that they’re in the experiment but the institution has to make that coursework available to their secondary school students in order for them to be eligible for the experiment.


We’ll go onto the next slide.


So some requirements for the dual enrollment arrangement that must - the schools have to meet. The dual enrollment arrangement between the second - the post-secondary institution and the LEA or public school must provide appropriate student support services which could include things like academic tutoring, high school to college transition support, guidance counseling or other comparable services.


And these kinds of things need to be designed to increase the student’s preparation for and success in post-secondary education.


And I want to note that these services could be provided by the public secondary school, the post-secondary institution, the LEA, or by another entity. But these are all things that must be spelled out when you develop your arrangement with the LEA or the public secondary school.


So a final requirement for dual enrollment arrangements is that they must ensure that students are provided assistance in completing the free application for federal student aid, the FAFSA. So this assistance could be provided by the public secondary school, the institution, the LEA or some other entity again. It doesn’t matter who provides the assistance as long as students get the help they need.


So this is particularly important because many eligible high school students would - might not otherwise even consider applying on the FAFSA until for example their senior year when they’re preparing to enroll in college. So it’s important that the - that you get the word out to students, that you explain the requirements for the FAFSA, and that you have a process in place for those students to apply in a reasonable timeframe.

Go onto the next slide.


So let’s take a moment to talk about another question that we’ve received from the community about this experiment. And this one is an interesting one.


The question is, are homeschool students eligible for the experiment?


And so as with many things in financial aid really the answer is it depends. So as many of you know the relationship of homeschooled students to public school systems differs depending on the state or locality in which the student resides.


We actually rely on states and local school boards to make determinations regarding the requirements for enrollment in secondary school and how to treat homeschooled students.


So therefore in this experiment to participate students must be considered legally enrolled under state law in a public secondary school. Participants from secondary schools should check with their state to see how this is defined.


But if the state doesn’t consider homeschooled students to be legally enrolled in public secondary school, then those students would not be eligible to receive Pell Grant funds under the experiment.


And remember also that students must be enrolled in the specific public secondary school with which the post-secondary institution has a dual enrollment arrangement. It can’t just be any school.


So there are very limited ways that the student who’s considered homeschooled might be eligible for aid under the experiment.


And go onto the next slide.

And so we’ve received a number of questions about whether Pell Grants that students receive under the dual enrollment experiment will count toward their Pell Grant Lifetime Eligibility Maximums or what we refer to as Lifetime Eligibility Used, also known as LEU. That’s the common way that many Financial Aid Officers refer to this.


So this is a great question. But in fact the answer is yes. Federal Pell Grants disbursed to students through participation in this experiment will count toward those students’ Pell LEUs. Students should certainly be aware of the impact of receiving Pell Grants while they’re still in high school.

And we definitely encourage you as institutions and secondary schools that - to explain this important fact to students before they begin post-secondary enrollment and receive Pell under this experiment.


So when we developed this experiment we did consider whether lifetime eligibility limits should apply to dually enrolled students.


But that provision is not something that we had the legal authority to waive. But that said there are a few things to mitigate the impact of the LEU requirements in these cases. It’s most likely that dually enrolled students will enroll less than full time or not for a full academic year. Therefore those students would receive less than a full scheduled Pell Award and they would therefore have used less than 100% of their LEU for that award year.


We also hope that many students will either continue at the post-secondary institution at which they enroll and receive their degree or have a credit earned while dually enrolled transferred to another institution. So there’s a number of ways that students can benefit even though they may use LEU as a dual enrolled student.

Go onto the next slide, so just as students will remain subject to the Pell Grant Lifetime Maximum restriction, there will be no changes to other normal requirements for determining a student’s eligibility for Pell Grant funds. So for example Pell Grants will be determined using the normal Federal Pell Grant payment and disbursement schedules for the relevant year so full time, three-quarter time, halftime, less than halftime. And considerations of (EFC) will all apply as they normally would.


And there will also be no change to the requirement for determining a student’s eligibility for aid in general including calculating a student’s cost of attendance or disbursing funds to a student. All normal requirements besides what we described earlier in terms of the waivers will still apply. So no changes to how you actually provide the Pell Grant to students.


Go onto the next slide.


And so on that same topic many schools have asked do credit balances need to be disbursed to students under the experiment.

And given what I just said the answer is absolutely yes. So the experiment requires that if a Title IV credit balance is created through the disbursement of Pell Grants that Title IV credit balance must be provided to students under the normal requirements for the release of credit balances.

And remember that when we say Title IV credit balance we mean a credit balance that’s created when the amount of Title IV aid that a student receives is greater than the amount of institutional charges assessed for that student. Anytime that happens just like with any other student, you need to ensure that that student has - receives a credit balance refund in the appropriate timeframe.

All right, so students do have to receive credit balance refunds as I just mentioned. But what if their Pell Grants don’t fully cover their charges?

And that brings us to another very important requirement for the experiment.


Participating institutions must ensure that after all Pell Grants, state, local, institutional aid or other resources have been applied to student charges that students receiving Pell Grants under this experiment are not responsible for any remaining institutional charges as a result of enrolling in the post-secondary program and the dual enrollment arrangement under this experiment.


So if a student’s charges exceed his or her Pell Grant an institution will have to find a mechanism to ensure that that student does not end up having to pay any of those remaining charges out-of-pocket.


So to give you an example, if an institution’s tuition for a dually enrolled student is $1,000 and a student receives a Pell Grant for $750, then the institution is going to have to find a way to cover that remaining $250 of the student’s charges in order to ensure the student is not responsible for any remaining charges.


This could be done through an institutional scholarship, an outside scholarship or some other source of funding including a waiver of that remaining amount so the institution will have to have a mechanism for ensuring that the student doesn’t have an additional charge.


Go onto the next slide.


There’s another - there’s an additional requirement that this is more of a disclosure regarding the transferability of credits that a student can earn while they’re dually enrolled.


So if an institution has information about potential restrictions on the transferability of the credits that secondary school students may receive under this experiment the institution must disclose this information to students and their families prior to the student’s participation in the dual enrollment experiment.


So you need to have a mechanism for providing those disclosures to students early in the process before they decide to enroll and receive Pell Grant funds under the experiment.


Go onto the next slide.


All right, and the last requirement we’ll talk about relates to how an institution incorporates new revenue from Pell Grants into its funding for a dual enrollment program. And this is a fairly complicated topic but it’s an important requirement in the experiment that I want to spend a little bit of time on.


So the requirement is that Federal Pell Grants made to - made available to students through participation in this experiment must not supplant public and institutional sources of funding for an institution’s dual enrollment agreement.


Said another way, an institution’s total public and institutional funding for their dual enrollment arrangement must be sustained while they participate in the experiment.


And we include in the student’s total public and institutional funding tuition waivers, state funds applied toward tuition, state scholarships applied towards dual enrollment tuition, all of those things count as part of an institution’s overall public funding for the experiment.


So let’s try to break this down a little bit more. If your institution were to participate and the federal Pell Grant funds that the students receive ended up displacing that funding or any other public or institutional funding for the institution, the institution could - would be encouraged to use that displaced funding to expand for example the number of seats available, to provide additional student support services, transition counseling, academic counseling, career guidance, tutoring, any of those kinds of things with the money that got displaced through the additional revenue.


So it’s important for you as an institution to have a mechanism not only for tracking how the new revenue gets distributed in this program but for ensuring that you don’t reduce the total amount of institutional and other public funding that you already have for these dual enrollment programs.


Now to monitor this requirement the department will require institutions to submit annual reports that detail the sources and amounts of your funding. So you’ll be expected to document how you intend to fulfill this requirement in an ongoing way and to provide that documentation to the department.

So with that I will now turn this over to Michael Cagle to explain the application process with the experiment and to provide some information about evaluation and reporting requirements. Michael.

Michael Cagle:
Thank you David. And we’re now on Slide 21.


And let’s talk a little bit about how to apply for the experiment.


Now one of the things to remember is that the Letter of Application needs to be submitted to the experimental site’s email address and many of you know what that is because it’s outlined in the Federal Register Notice.


And that address is experimentalsites@ed.gov. And you can see that highlighted on the screen.


And for format and other required information there are specific instructions in the Federal Register Notice. And there’s a section that’s entitled Instructions for Submitting Letters of Interest under Supplementary Information.


But in my - in general, Letters of Application need to take the form of what we call a PDF attachment to an email message. And the subject line of that email should read ESI 2015 Dual Enrollment.

And that’s important just so that it’s a notation for us so that we can see that we do indeed have an application there in the box.


The text of the email should include the name and address of the institution. And the Letter of Interest should also be on institutional letterhead. And this is really important because it has to be on institutional letterhead so that we know it comes from the institution.


And it also has to be signed by the institution’s Financial Aid Administrator. And I think you can understand the importance of that as well. And Craig mentioned at the very beginning about the institutional responsibility.


But the Financial Aid Office really needs to be aware of what’s going on with this experiment as well.


And the deadline for submission is coming up here in the next couple weeks, two or three weeks. And that’s on February 1, 2016 so you still have some time.

One of the things too is the Letter of Interest must include the institution’s official name and OPE ID Number as well as their mailing address, email address, fax number and telephone number of a contact person at the institution.

One thing to remember is the contact person that you have for this particular experiment does not necessarily have to be the Financial Aid Director. You might have somebody else that you want to designate as a contact person. That’s perfectly okay.

The key is that the letter itself needs to be signed by the Financial Aid Administrator.


Now we’ve been asked on several occasions whether a group of schools could apply together as a consortium for this experiment. And as an example maybe a group of community colleges that want to apply together.


You know one thing to keep in mind is that the Federal Register Notice requires specific information that must be included for each institution. And as a result each institution that has a unique OPE ID must apply separately and submit the required information with the appropriate signature on the Letter of Application.


Now if the application process is being completed in the example I just used for a community college, maybe a District Office, that office could actually submit the separate applications with the appropriate information for each institution.


But the required information outlined in the Federal Register Notice including the signatures of the Financial Aid Directors or Administrators for each school must be included for each institution that has that separate OPE ID.


Now it’s really important and I think you can understand why that’s an important process for us so that we can screen each school with a separate OPE ID separately.


Let’s move onto Slide Number 22.

And let’s talk a little bit more about the requirements in the Letter of Interest. On your Letter of Interest you should include information such as a brief description of what your proposed dual arrangements will look like, your dual enrollment arrangements between the institution and one or more public secondary schools or Local Education Agencies or LEAs.


You should also include how the arrangements would meet the requirements described in the Federal Register Notice. Now that’s a pretty general statement.

But the Federal Register Notice has a section called Institutional Eligibility. And if you look at that Institutional Eligibility Section of the Federal Register Notice it actually outlines the - what the arrangements and what the requirements are for this particular experiment.


And you should allude to those as you’re going through and in developing your arrangements.


Also if the institution has identified one or more public secondary schools that it will partner with under this experiment you should include information for each public secondary school as well as the LEA if applicable.


And then you should also estimate the number of students who you think are going to be served under each proposed arrangement with one or a group of public secondary schools that you choose.


Now one thing to remember about this application process is that this will be your only opportunity to provide the information before we begin our selection process.


So you should really make sure that you include all the information you feel is important when you write your Letter of Interest.


On the next slide we’ll go over the types of things the department will consider when selecting institutions for participation.


So let’s go onto Slide Number 23.


And let’s talk a little bit about the application review. Now from the institutions that submit Letters of Interest to the department the secretary will select a limited number of institutions to participate in the experiment. And when we select institutions for participation the department will consider all the information that it has available about the institution including but not limited to things like the evidence of programmatic compliance, completion rates, repayment rates, cohort default rate, financial responsibility, ratios, evidence of credit transferability and with regards to for profit schools the 90/10 ratios as well.


The department will also consider evidence that demonstrates a strong record on student outcomes. And that would include things like completion rates, repayment rates and evidence of credit transferability. And that would be loan repayment rates as well.


The department encourages applications from institutions of various types and controls and geographic locations, enrollment sizes and the Title IV HEA Program Participation Levels among other characteristics. So there’s a lot of things that we look at when we start screening applications and they’re listed there on Slide Number 23.

It’s also outlined in the Federal Register Notice, those - from Slide 23. Those are taken directly from that Federal Register Notice. So if you want to go back and take a look at that, feel free to do so.

All right, let’s talk on Slide 24 about the Program Participation Agreement. And if you’re selected to participate in the experiment you’re going to receive what we call an amendment to your PPA, your Program Participation Agreement.


And once you receive this amendment you need to carefully review it and understand that you have a commitment to participate in this experiment.


And you’re going to need to obtain the required signatures and return the signed amendment to FSA via the courier service.


Now what happens is FSA will send the school a countersigned amendment to that PPA and the school must keep this countersigned amendment on file.


And your school cannot begin participating in the experiment, and this is really important, until one, your school receives the official invitation from Federal Student Aid. Two, your school accepts that invitation. And three, your school official signs and returns the required amendment to the PPA to FSA.


And once that happens when the institution has fully executed an amendment to their PPA for the experiment you’re going to receive a welcome letter from the ESI Team and this will inform the institution that you may begin implementing the experiment on your campus.


All right, let’s go onto Slide Number 25.


And talk a little bit about reporting and evaluation. Now to evaluate the experiment participating institutions are going to be required to collect, maintain and report information about the students that are receiving Federal Pell Grants under the experiment.


And this information might include the numbers and characteristics of students enrolled in dual enrollment. It could also include the number of post-secondary credits the students have attempted and earned. And the amount of Federal Pell Grant funding provided to each of the students. It also - it will include indicators of academic progression and completion and the number and characteristics of low income students who participate in your dual enrollment prior to the experiment.


So some of these things you’re probably already keeping track of anyway. And you’re going to be required to make sure that you have a process in place for reporting and evaluation.


On Slide Number 26 we talk a little bit more about the reporting and evaluation. And in order to really minimize the burden of the reporting FSA is going to try to integrate as much as possible the information that we already have collected in the processing of the aid into the evaluation.


Now ideally schools will not be asked to report information that they or the students have already supplied. Now for example information provided in COD or NSLDS or that the student provided on the FAFSA. In order for this to work schools will simply need to supply student identifying information such as a Social Security Number, last name, and first characters of the last name in order for FSA to get the access reported elsewhere.


So the experiment reporting will focus on experiment specific information. And we’re going to do our best to not burden you too much with this reporting part - piece of the puzzle.


Some other examples of the types of information that we’re seeking to include, include information about the institution’s dual enrollment arrangements and any unforeseen challenges that you had.


And then also characteristics of the institution’s dual enrollment arrangement and for example, tuition and fees, any caps on credits earned, support services that you may have provided, instruction of delivery methods and faculty characteristics, etcetera.


One question that we have received often about the department’s evaluation of the experiment is whether institutions will be required to randomly determine whether otherwise eligible students will receive Pell Grants under the experiment.

The answer to that is no. All students who are eligible to receive Pell Grants under this experiment can receive that funding so there’s no randomization process to who you give Pell to.

The specific evaluation reporting requirements will be finalized prior to the start of the experiment. So this is just an outline of what’s going to be required. We’ll provide you with more specific information once the experiment begins.


Let’s move onto Slide Number 27 and talk a little bit about the Experimental Sites Initiative web site. For the institutions out there that have participated in experiments in the past you’re probably aware that we have an Experimental Sites web site. And it’s a useful resource for you and you should all become familiar with this particular site.


And access it as frequently as you like to help you implement your experiment. The web address is located on the top part of the slide there and that’s experimentalsites.ed.gov.


And we hope you’ll save that as a favorite to your desktop for easy reference.


And one of the documents you should really become familiar with as you get started with this experiment or any other experiment for that matter is what we call the Action Plan. And it’s located on the home page of the web site under the Implement An Experiment tab. And you can see that there in the middle of the site.


And there’s a title called Action Plans within that and you can click on that. And each experiment does have an Action Plan.


And the Action Plans are designed to assist your school with identifying the action items that are important for you in order to properly administer the experiment. So you’re not on your own. We actually have helped you with these Action Plans to help you implement the experiments.


There’s also a tab entitled Experiments. And that’s back to second to the last tab there. There’s a tab there that’s titled Experiments. And it’s where you can actually find a listing of all the schools participating in this experiment or any other experiment that the department is offering.


And the How to Apply is where you would find the Dear Colleague Letters and other electronic announcements relating to the experiment.


Now keep in mind that both the Action Plan and the list of participants for this experiment aren’t going to be out there quite yet because we haven’t obviously finished the application process.


But once the experiments begin you can use this web site to provide you with the useful information to help assist you with implementing the experiment.


What I’d like to do quickly and just take a couple of seconds and just test out my technology experience here and see if I can go out and show you the web site and just how great it is and how easy it is to access.


I’m going to share my desktop. And now you should be able on your screen, you should be able to see the actual ESI web site. And it should be a duplicate of what you saw on the slide.


And you can see it’s pretty easy to implement. And you’ve got the tabs here on the top and also the different tabs here throughout the middle of the columns here.


And the first thing we talked about those Action Plans. If you click on the Action Plans it will bring you to all the experiments. And like I did mention the dual enrollment one is not out there yet because we have not started that experiment but that’s where you’ll get it.


You’ll also find the information about how to apply for the experiments. And on the Experiments tab you click on the Experiments Tab and it gives you all the different experiments that are available, how to apply. You can see the dual enrollment one is here. It lists the dual enrollment requirements. The Federal Register Notice as well.


And all the experiments are listed there. And once you get in you can implement an experiment. You can - there’s all the Action Plans are there. There’s also a tab for reporting which will also be available to you as you go throughout.


I think the key is that the ESI web site is there and it’s important for you to make note of that because you’re not going to be on your own. There’s always guidance that we have available and we’ll always keep things updated and available to you.


So I wanted to just briefly show you that.


And I’m going to go back out to the slide now. And we were on Slide Number 27. And as soon as it comes back up, and there we go.


And there we are on Slide Number 27. And that talks a little bit about the Experimental Sites web site. And make sure you save that as a favorite on your desktop because you’ll find that extremely useful.


All right, let’s move onto Slide Number 28.


And now it’s time for us to open it up for questions. And what I’d like to do is before we do that with the questions, I have my contact information up here on the screen so if you ask specific questions that you would like answered you can go ahead and use that information.


Our Experimentalsites@ed.gov web site is there. Like I said at the beginning if you have questions that don’t get addressed today you can always contact the Experimentalsites@ed.gov web site. We do monitor that. And we will address your questions.


We would like you - one thing, the Operator is going to provide you with instructions to ask your questions today. But before I get the Operator to provide those instructions I want you to do one thing for us. Once you are open, your line is opened, if you would mention who you are. We’d like to hear your name and the institution that you represent.


And then we’d also like to mention to you that the Operator is going to provide instructions on how to ask the questions. But it’s also going to provide instructions on how you can decline the question in case you - a question gets heard and you’re in the queue. So if you do hear your question get answered and you’re in the queue, please withdraw your question if you hear the answer already so that we can make sure that we get to as many questions as possible.


So with that in mind I am going to turn it over and see if we can get (Jonah) back on and provide instructions for asking questions.

Coordinator:
Thank you. We will now begin the question and answer session. If you would like to ask a question, please press star and the number 1 on your phone. Unmute your phone and record your name clearly when prompted. Your name is required to introduce your question. To withdraw your request, please press star 2; one moment please for the incoming questions.


Our first question comes from Stephen Ampersand. Sir your line is now open.

Stephen Ampersand:
Thank you. I’m coming from Delaware State University. And we have a high school that operates on our campus. It’s called the Early College High School.


And I’m wondering if that program which we sponsor would qualify as potentially an eligible program to do the dual enrollment with.

David Musser:
So hi Stephen. I think it would depend on whether it meets all of the requirements of the experiment. So it depends on whether - you know, just as we discussed, you know, you have to have that arrangement. It has to allow students to take at least 12 credits worth. They have to actually enroll in the program, etcetera, etcetera, so if it meets those requirements then it would be eligible for the experiment.

Stephen Ampersand:
Even though it’s ours and not say a third party high school elsewhere.

David Musser:
When you say ours is it still a public secondary school?

Stephen Ampersand:
Yes. It qualifies as a public school. But it’s operated by the university.

David Musser:
So as long as the state defines it as a public secondary school and students enrolled in that school are considered public secondary school students, then yes. That could be part of this experiment.

Stephen Ampersand:
Excellent, thank you.

David Musser:
Sure.

Coordinator:
Our next question comes from (Alia Evans). Ma’am your line is now open.

(Alia Evans):
Hello. I would like to know is - when will you be responding to the applications that have already been submitted?

David Musser:
That’s a good question. And we - the application period extends through February 1st so we still got some time for schools to apply.


Once that’s done we’ll begin our screening process to review the ones that we’ve received. It’s likely that schools won’t receive a final response to their - besides us letting you know that we’ve gotten your application. But they won’t receive a final response as to whether you’re actually invited to participate until the spring. It’ll be some time in mid to late spring.

(Alia Evans):
Thank you.

David Musser:
No problem.

Coordinator:
Next question comes from Christopher Tremblay from Western Michigan University. Sir your line is now open.
Christopher Tremblay:
Thank you. Can you give some guidance about the length of the brief description, one page, two pages, no more than five? Brief is kind of vague.

David Musser:
It’s hard to say exactly. We’re not setting any specific limits. But as long as you feel is necessary to describe your program sufficiently and get - make sure that it fulfills the requirements of the experiment. Obviously for our purposes shorter is still better so try to keep it as concise as you can.


But we’re not specifying a certain page limit.

Christopher Tremblay:
Okay. And then the second question related to that is will any letters of support from any of the secondary schools that we’d be partnering with make a difference?

David Musser:
I don’t think so. I mean really we - once you have an arrangement with the LEA or the public secondary school we take that to mean that you have essentially their full support for this experiment.


If you already have that arrangement certainly tell us because that - we will certainly look at the fact that you’ve been doing this for a while. But letters from the high schools aren’t really something that we need in addition to the rest of the narrative that you’ll provide us.

Christopher Tremblay:
Okay, thank you.

David Musser:
Sure.

Coordinator:
Our next question comes from (Deborah Paul). Ma’am your line is open.
(Deborah Paul):
Yes. What is the implementation date for the program? And also is there a limit on the schools that’ll be chosen to participate?

David Musser:
There will be a limited number. We don’t have a specific number that we’re limiting it to. But we - it is - it will happen that many schools won’t receive an invitation when they apply.


So it’s important to know that and that’s why we mentioned a little bit earlier that it’s important to make sure that you include all the information you feel is relevant in your Letter of Intent because that’s really your primary opportunity to express all of that before submitting it to the department.


In terms of when you would actually start implementing the waivers in this experiment, you would begin implementing it after two things have occurred. Number one, you received the fully executed PPA Amendment which won’t - probably won’t happen until late spring, early summer; and number two, the experiment will only apply for the ’16-‘17 award year or later.


So you won’t be able to begin participating until that award year begins. And you have a payment period that occurs during that award year.


Beyond that we’re not specifying any specific starting timeframe. Schools, we understand schools, you’ll have to get this up and running. But as always with these experiments we hope that schools will get their programs running as soon as possible and start - and getting ready to provide data.


I think we can go onto the next question.

Coordinator:
Our next question comes from (Mizon Cooper). Ma’am your line is now open.
(Mizon Cooper):
Yes. Good afternoon. I was wondering if your state has recently provided dual enrollment funding for students but not the entire amount that’s needed for some students, if you would be eligible to participate in this program.

David Musser:
Yes. So the answer is yes. The - if a student has been receiving a portion of funding and they receive a Pell Grant in addition to that, what that might mean is the Pell Grant can cover the expenses that aren’t covered by your existing funding.


So keeping in mind that if once you begin the experiment the funding that those students receive is part of the overall institutional and public funding that you have to maintain. It certainly - we certainly would allow a school with partial state or institutional funding for students for example scholarships for dually enrolled students to participate.


The Pell Grants that those students receive will cover their remaining charges, may cover books and supplies and may cover other expenses that the students need in order to enroll in the post-secondary programs.


So you’d absolutely be, that’s something you could certainly have and be eligible for the experiment.


All right, thanks. And go onto the next question.

Coordinator:
Our next question comes from - I’m sorry. I was not able to get the list. One moment please. One moment please. I am no longer showing any questions.
David Musser:
Oh well let’s give it a minute or so and see if any new questions come in. Remember that this is your opportunity to ask questions about the requirements for this experiment so please feel free. And we’re at your disposal.

Coordinator:
Next question comes from (Maureen Emmis). Ma’am your line is now open.

(Maureen Emmis):
Okay. This question is in reference to Slide 26 where schools are required to report number of credits attempted and earned.


What happens to the Federal Pell Grant in the instance of official or unofficial withdrawals as well as no shows?


Is there a return of Title IV required?

David Musser:
So the answer to that is yes. We did not waive return of Title IV provisions for this experiment. So students who do not show up for the class would have to all of their Pell Grant returned for that period.

And students who attend but then subsequently withdraw from all of their post-secondary courses would also be subject to the return of Title IV requirements so some of their Pell Grant funds may need to be returned.

(Maureen Emmis):
Is the school then responsible for that outstanding balance since they are not to have a balance to pay out-of-pocket?

David Musser:
Well so that’s a great question. I think we need to consider that a little bit more. We will include that in our public Q&A that we’re going to publish on the Experimental Sites web site.


I think it’s a very good question. So I think we just need a little bit more time to confer on that point. But thank you for your questions.

Coordinator:
Question comes from (Pam). Ma’am your line is now open.

(Pam):
Thank you. My question is for Letter of Intent that we’re going to be sending off February 1st.


We’ve got a couple of schools now that have already signed MOUs. But three to four more may be signing MOUs for the fall.


Do we send in the Letter of Intent with just the two that we have in hand and can we add those three to four others later?

David Musser:
Absolutely. So you - we would ask that you provide us with as much information as you have on the day that you submit your Letter of Intent. And we will ask you to let us know if you add schools to your arrangement later on.


But you’re certainly welcome to do that. We’re not restricting schools to only have the couple of secondary schools that they include on their initial application.

(Pam):
Thanks. And I did understand that this is only for one year. Is that correct?

David Musser:
No. That’s not correct. So the experiment will likely run for about three years. It’s typically how long these experiments end up running in order for us to collect the data that we need.


But it could be longer depending on whether the department determines that it needs to be extended longer. We don’t have a specific timeframe because it’s in the hands of the Administration as to whether the experiment continues.


So we always hope that the experiment will last at least three years and hopefully a little bit longer.

(Pam):
So we wouldn’t have to reapply. Just this first application is all we’d need, right?

David Musser:
Yes, exactly. So once you apply and we send you and we execute your Program Participation Agreement Amendment you’ll be in the experiment as long as it takes until we actually inform you that we’re ending the experiment.


Typically when we do that we’ll give you a timeframe that - for to wind down your participation. And give you some provisions for what you can do for students who are, for example already enrolled under the experiment. We try to give...
(Pam):
Okay.

David Musser:
...schools as much time as we can.

(Pam):
Thank you.

David Musser:
Yes. And so and I should also clarify that I mentioned that the PPA would be applicable first for the ’16-’17 award year but that’s not the only year that it would apply for. It’ll apply on an ongoing way into the future until we, the department, say that it no longer applies. So thanks for that question.

Coordinator:
Our next question comes from (Stephanie Wooden). Ma’am your line is now open.

(Stephanie Wooden):
Thank you. I just wanted to clarify on the institutional charges that students cannot be held responsible for. Are we supposed to at the institution provide them books as well or can we require the students to buy their own books?

David Musser:
In general when we refer to the institutional charges that the post-secondary institution has to cover it includes books and supplies.

(Stephanie Wooden):
That’s what I thought.

David Musser:
It includes all the charges that the student would need to fulfill in order to participate in the program. So that includes - that does include the books and supplies that would be necessary.


Now that may be an estimate if your institution does not specifically determine the exact amount for books and supplies. But the expectation is that students have everything that they need in order to take the coursework without a charge.

(Stephanie Wooden):
That’s what I thought. I was just making sure. Thank you.

David Musser:
Thanks for your question. Thank you.

Coordinator:
Question comes from (Elizabeth Kendall). Ma’am your line is now open.

(Elizabeth Kendall):
Hi. I just want to clarify. Should - if we have a formal signed arrangement with the school do you want that as an attachment to our Letter of Intent or do you just need the name of the school that we have the arrangement with?

David Musser:
Sorry. No. We don’t need the attachment of the exact language of the arrangement. I think when we - when you provide the Letter of Intent we do want you to explain the outline of how the arrangement works and how it fulfills the requirements that we laid out in the Federal Register Notice.

But the arrangement itself we don’t actually need when you provide that letter. So just make sure that you explain what’s in the arrangement when you provide the letter.

(Elizabeth Kendall):
Thank you.

David Musser:
Sure.

Coordinator:
Question comes from (Jason Thuth). Sir, your line is now open.

(Jason Thuth):
Yes. Could you give us a general sense of what the arrangement with the secondary public school should contain?

David Musser:
Okay sure. So the general idea is that the arrangement expresses, number one, that the post-secondary institution is willing to enroll students from the public secondary school that it has the arrangement with. It should also specify that the students would be eligible to enroll in a full program as regular students as we mentioned.


And it should include the other aspects that I mentioned about how - what - how the responsibilities that we’ve outlined in the experiment will be divided between the post-secondary institution and the LEA or public secondary school.


So really what we’re looking for is something that encompasses the kinds of requirements that we’ve outlined here and also just generally whatever it is that you need legally to enroll students from high school is spelled out. And this high school for example ascents that students can enroll in the post-secondary institution if the high school has - is willing to provide secondary school credit. For post-secondary courses you’d want to have that in there.


Those aren’t requirements but that’s what we’re - those are the kinds of things that an arrangement would include and that you should specify at the outset of the experiment.

(Jason Thuth):
So what if your state effectively have laws on the books that requires that type of thing amongst the institutions and we do that without a formal agreement? Would we still need to create a formal agreement of sorts with the - between the schools?

David Musser:
Yes. So yes, and that’s really because there are all of these additional requirements that the department is creating that is - that are different from what your state requires. Even if your state statute spells out exactly how the arrangements will work, they couldn’t possibly spell out how you will deal with all of the additional requirements that we’ve created.

So that’s why you still need to have the additional arrangement in writing that fulfills all of our requirements as well.

(Jason Thuth):
Okay, thank you.

David Musser:
No problem.

Coordinator:
Next is Ms. (Linda Lawson). Ma’am your line is now open.

(Linda Lawson):
Yes. This is Ms. (Lawson) from Paris Senior College. And I’ve already submitted a Letter of Interest.


But I was wondering should we receive a confirmation that the email was received for or when we’ll - and how do we assure that you got that?

David Musser:
Yes. And we will make sure that we respond. It may be a little bit after the deadline date. We’ll make sure all schools that have sent in applications will know that their application has been received and we’re going to review it.

(Linda Lawson):
Okay. It will be after the date.

David Musser:
And also we may notice for some reason it’s incomplete or you don’t - you didn’t provide enough information to us.

(Linda Lawson):
Okay. So just if the email went through we just assume that you’ve got it so I mean because after the date...
((Crosstalk))
(Linda Lawson):
...that we - okay. Okay.

David Musser:
So we will let you know.

(Linda Lawson):
I think.

David Musser:
Yes.

(Linda Lawson):
Okay, all right, thank you.

Coordinator:
Next question comes from (Janet). Your line is now open.

(Janet):
Hi. Can you tell me if we’ll be using the standard Pell Payment Schedule?

David Musser:
Yes. That’s correct. So you’ll be using...
(Janet):
Thank you.

David Musser:
You’ll be using - and I think you might be asking because there was a different Pell Schedule introduced last year for students who are ineligible for the pathway programs and only eligible under the (ATB) provision. You can ignore that entirely.


This experiment will use the normal Pell Grant Schedule. So you won’t be worried. You won’t worry about any other schedules for this.

Coordinator:
Next is (Brandon Hillbris). Sir your line is now open.

(Brandon Hillbris):
Hi. This question is just for clarity in regards to the credentialing that is being required. So is it that a student, a high school student must be seeking some type of - maybe like an Associate’s Degree or a Bachelor’s Degree or could a high school diploma suffice because I just wanted to - because most of our dual credit or dual enrollment students aren’t necessarily dual - I mean degree seeking students. So I just wanted to get clarity on that.

David Musser:
And that’s a really good question. And the answer is that it - the credentials well can be - I want to make sure I’m clear about this. It could be one of two things. Either it’s a credential that results in the completion of an eligible post-secondary program so in that case it could be the degree. It could be a credential for a certificate program if the student is enrolled in a certificate program or one of those things.


But they have to be enrolled for the purpose of receiving a credential. Now you - for some schools you might also have two year or more transfer programs. And students could also be enrolled in one of those programs with the expectation that they might transfer into a baccalaureate program after completion of that program.

But either way it’s essentially exactly the same requirements that you would have under the normal Title IV rules for a student who - a post-secondary student who receives Title IV aid. They have to be a regular student enrolled in a program for the purpose of completing that program. And they’re either receiving a credential for a two year transfer program transferring into a baccalaureate program.

(Brandon Hillbris):
Okay.

Coordinator:
Is Mr. (Gerald Server). Sir your line is now open.

(Gerald Server):
Thank you. For students who have remaining eligibility are we going to be able to award during summer for these students even though their high school may not be in session?
David Musser:
Yes. So that’s a great question. And actually it’s one that we’ve gotten from a couple of different schools. And we’ve had some time to talk over.

And the answer to that is yes. So as long as your institution has no reason to believe that that student has ceased enrollment and is no longer intending to attend at the secondary school in the following academic year, and the student wishes to take post-secondary coursework during the summer, then absolutely. The student could receive Pell Grant funds if they’re otherwise eligible under the experiment during the summer.

(Gerald Server):
Thank you.

Coordinator:
Question comes from (Carla). Ma’am your line is now open.

(Carla):
Okay, I have two questions. One, since we have to do return Title IV I’m assuming we also have to do (satisfactory academic) progress.


And the second question is for transmission to COD. Is there going to be some changes in there so they don’t error? The Pell doesn’t error due to ability to benefit.

David Musser:
Those are very good questions. The first question, the answer is yes. They’ll be subject to your satisfactory academic progress requirement for the program in which they enroll.


The other question regarding COD is a very good one and one that we’re still looking into for exactly how we’ll ask you to report these students. And we’ll give you more information about that before it actually comes time to use that reporting your disbursements that you normally would.

But the answer is we will - we do know that that’s something that you will have to include when you consider the student eligibility code in COD. And we’ll let you know exactly how to do that for this experiment.

(Carla):
Okay, thank you.

David Musser:
Sure.

Coordinator:
Next question comes from Stephen White. Sir your line is now open.

Stephen White:
Thank you. This is Stephen White, Director of Financial Aid at Middle Tennessee State University. I have two brief questions.


First is within Tennessee our state agency, TSAC, offers a dual enrollment grant. And for the public institutions especially they changed their awarding process but currently for juniors the amount of the award for the first two classes phase the full amount of tuition at either a community college or the university. It’s a last dollar award.


And so we have to reduce that award if the student for instance is getting a state employee discount, something of that nature. The student cannot receive a refund.


In the case of us determining the amount of that dual enrollment grant if we - if this student is Pell eligible and/or getting a state discount combined and so forth that student’s tuition is fully covered through the Pell Grant and that discount or just Pell Grant even. And we would not be able to award the dual enrollment grant.


Whereas with your side, yours is last dollar and is not to supplant other institutional or state funding. So I have a state and a federal fund that are both last dollar that cannot supplant each other.


How is that supposed to work?

David Musser:
That’s a very, very good question. So let’s - I want to go through your question in as much detail as we can. We may not be able to answer it today and we may have to chat offline but let’s go through it a little bit.


So for Pell purposes the student is eligible for Pell regardless of what other types of aid the student receives at your institution. A Pell Grant only considers whether the student’s cost of attendance is high enough to support the Pell Grant and the cost of attendance for Pell is the full time, full year cost of attendance.

So it’s unlikely that that will affect the student’s eligibility for Pell. The students in these programs will probably receive all of the Pell Grant for which they’re eligible.


But that said that leads us to the issue, second issue that you brought up which is what do you do with your state grant that you can’t pay if it ends up exceeding the student’s charges.


And I think - do I have that right so far that if you - if the grant would exceed the student’s charges you have to return a portion of that to the state?

Stephen White:
Correct. If not the full amount, given that Pell alone probably covers the full cost of the tuition, the institutional charges.

David Musser:
Yes. So this isn’t really.

Stephen White:
And your earlier comment was we cannot supplant. We’ve got to know how that - how we have used those funds differently in terms of support services and etcetera. We won’t have access to those funds in that we cannot award the DEG much less use those funds if the student is getting Pell.

David Musser:
Right. So that’s an excellent question. And like I said we may have to talk about, a little bit about that offline.

But the issue here is that as I - we fully understand that there are some state grants and other kinds of grants that have specific rules that you’re not allowed to violate in these cases.


So because of our requirement that you not supplant the aid that the student would otherwise receive, then I think what that would mean is that you’d have to seek out other sources of funding for your - for the program in order to supplement the amount that was returned as a result of the students receiving Pell.


And that’s a pretty complicated process. And we don’t have an answer for exactly how that might work today.


But I think we really want to talk with you in more detail about how that might work for you.


And I would also say that other institutions if you have questions of this nature where you’re concerned that state law or other laws are - would make it difficult for you to fulfill the requirement that you not supplant your institutional or public funding, let us know and so that we can look at each of these cases individually because we really do understand that that’s not going to be a simple process.


And it will likely mean that you have to try and estimate at least or try to identify how many - how much in terms of those state grants are actually being returned as a result of the students receiving Pell.

Stephen White:
Thank you. My second question has to do with being enrolled as a regular student in a certificate degree program.


I’m curious how this might impact whether IPEDS or other reporting state or federal as far as this student previously would’ve been a non-degree or special student simply taking concurrent enrollment at a high school and here and the coursework here applies toward their diploma, their requirements in high school.


But now calling that student a degree seeking student, now all of a sudden, how is that going to impact graduation rates, you know, when we’re looking at a cohort of students who are degree seeking freshman, whatever year but they didn’t graduate?

I mean some of these students though it’s your hope and desire that many of these students will continue at the same college, many will not. We’re just simply local, convenient to the high school.


So have you thought through any of those type of - that kind of impact?

David Musser:
Yes. So that’s another excellent question and it’s something that we’re discussing with our IPEDS colleagues. And unfortunately I don’t have an answer for you today.


But we hope to include an answer to that as soon as we can get Q&A at the school. And we really don’t want this experiment to affect the graduation rate because as you said and you’re exactly right, this is an experiment. It’s something completely different that an institution is doing that it wouldn’t otherwise be doing.


So we want to be sure that we don’t negatively impact your - the rates that you end up having calculated on IPEDS as a result of this.


So we’ll continue to work with our IPEDS colleagues. And we’ll do our best to convey that to schools broadly as soon as we have an answer.

Stephen White:
Thank you.

David Musser:
Sure, very good questions. Thank you.

Coordinator:
Next is Ms. (Abby Garcia). Ma’am your line is now open.
(Abby Garcia):
Just one quick question. In this new experiment do WEOA Title II students qualify under this dual enrollment?

David Musser:
So I’m not very familiar with the WEOA requirements for Title II. What I would say is without getting into much detail here is that you’re going to look to the Title IV Higher Education Act requirements for your students when determining whether they’re eligible or not.


And that - those are entirely different so some of them may be similar to your Title II requirements. You’re really making sure that your - the students are eligible as post-secondary students under Title IV of the HEA.


So this is something where you want to make sure with your Financial Aid Officers that those students if they are receiving another grant, that’s fine. But they have to meet requirements under the Higher Education Act in order to receive Pell for this experiment.

(Abby Garcia):
Okay. So like for example our adult high school diploma program requires all students coming through trying to earn their high school diploma to take three credits of career and technical education which is a post-secondary education so I’m assuming that yes that will qualify them only for those classes.

David Musser:
It depends. Now are they actually enrolled in the post-secondary program for purposes of completing the post-secondary program?

(Abby Garcia):
Not necessarily.

David Musser:
So that’s a requirement that I’m concerned that they wouldn’t need in this case. They have to be enrolled for the purposes of achieving the post-secondary credential as well as whatever else they’re enrolled in.

(Abby Garcia):
Okay. Okay, all right. Thank you very much.

David Musser:
Sure, no problem.

(Abby Garcia):
Bye-bye.

Coordinator:
The next question comes from (Elizabeth Vargas). Your line is now open.

(Elizabeth Vargas):
Thank you. This is (Elizabeth Vargas) from a two year college. And there was mentioned that certificate programs are eligible. It’s kind of a two-part question. One, the transferability of credit, if it is a one year certificate program, somebody transferring to our terminal certificate say in career, in vocational technical program.


And the second part of the question is as the gentlemen from Middle Tennessee State pointed out this - since they won’t really necessarily be a regular student although we’re calling them a regular student, this may have an impact on gainful employment reporting for the certificate program.
David Musser:
Yes. So we need to look into the gainful employment side of this as well. But I would say that in general we haven’t waived any of these other requirements. So we have to be very careful about what we can - what kind of flexibility we can offer on the gainful employment side.


So it’s something that we’re going to consider. Now I would say that if your student - if students enroll in these programs and they are short term programs in general. We’re talking about certificate programs.

(Elizabeth Vargas):
Yes.
David Musser:
And they subsequently enroll in some other program or - and they go to college, etcetera.

(Elizabeth Vargas):
Yes.

David Musser:
Then the gainful employment rates are delayed while they’re still enrolled in a post-secondary school. So it won’t necessarily have a negative impact on the gainful employment rate.


And if the student doesn’t enroll in a college after they get this credential, then they won’t be - they - we would expect them to get a job after receiving that credential anyway.


So remember the gainful employment rates are calculated only for completers. They’re not calculated for students who withdraw.


So if it happens that your students who are dually enrolled only take three courses of the certificate and drop out those students aren’t going to be included in the gainful employment completion rate anyway.

(Elizabeth Vargas):
Right. I’m thinking particularly and I won’t take up too much time, of some things like paramedics where that person may get that credential and then go onto - because they actually plan to go to medical school. And then they transfer onto another college and it’s a different program. They’re working a three major or something like that.

David Musser:
So if they transfer and they’re actually enrolled in another post-secondary program then again they’re not included in the calculation of the gainful employment rate, but that’s an earnings rate. They’re still - they’re sort of in - they’re still in school and you’re not going to actually be looking at those when you calculate that rate.


So it shouldn’t be harmful to you as an institution if that happens.


But I do want to answer the other question that you asked about the transferability of credits.

(Elizabeth Vargas):
Yes.

David Musser:
When we say we are looking for all information that you have related to the transferability of credit, yes, we are looking at both. What you know about transferability within your institution but also if you have information about transferability elsewhere, if you know that the credits in your certificate program for example won’t transfer to similar programs at degree programs at other institutions, then you need to disclose that as well.

(Elizabeth Vargas):
Okay.

David Musser:
We would want you to give as much of that information to your students as possible.

(Elizabeth Vargas):
And again I’m thinking health science is there. There could be some things so people in nursing.

David Musser:
Yes. I think you’re asking exactly the right question because if you know that your students are particularly likely to transfer into the health sciences program after receiving this kind of credential then that’s exactly the information that you need to convey to them as a disclosure while they’re in high school that look either these credits do or if they don’t transfer, you need to make sure that they are aware of that because that’s important for their decision about do I use some of my Pell Grant to attend the certificate program.

(Elizabeth Vargas):
Right. Thank you so much.

David Musser:
Sure, no problem.

Coordinator:
Next question comes from (Tina). Ma’am your line is open.

(Tina):
I have a couple of questions. One is with regards to the institutional charges that we’re responsible for. The person earlier asked about the books.

And so my question is for that, is it only for those Pell eligible students or are we required to cover all institutional charges for all students in the program?

David Musser:
So.

(Tina):
And then the other question. Oh go ahead.

David Musser:
Go ahead. Go ahead.

(Tina):
The other question I had was on Slide 20 talking about the use of funds. And that we have to report out. You mentioned we’d have to report what is done with any funds, how they’re spent, that make off of these programs or that we receive from these programs.


And so we’re a California community college so we would receive a portion of funds for these students. So would we be required to disclose how those apportionment funds were spent?

David Musser:
So that’s exactly right. So if the apportionment is specifically intended for your dual enrollment program, then if that doesn’t change every year you would just let us know that the same amount was provided and you used that exact amount every year.

If the apportionment is broader than that and you have a portion, and you spend a portion of it on your dual enrollment arrangement, we need to know what that portion is. We need to know that you’re - essentially we need to know that you’re maintaining that overall amount of funding. So we would need to know that each year.


So does that answer that question before I go back to the other one?

(Tina):
Yes.

David Musser:
Okay. So going back to the charges, so which students that requirement for covering their charges applies to, it only applies to students who received Pell Grants under the experiment. So for example that excludes a number of different kinds of students. If you have a student who is not enrolled in a degree - in an eligible program at your institution, let’s say they’re an at large dual enrollment student and they’re only taking one or two courses here or there, that student is not eligible for Pell and you’re not required to fulfill all that student’s institutional charges for them.


And also those students who are enrolled in an eligible degree program and part of the experiment but don’t qualify for Pell you’re also not required to fulfill all of those student’s charges either. You’re only required to ensure that Pell recipients don’t have any additional charges when they’re in the dual enrollment experiment.

(Tina):
Okay, thank you.

David Musser:
Sure.

Coordinator:
Question comes from (Judy Corbett). Ma’am your line is now open.

(Judy Corbett):
My question has to do with the design. I just want to thank everyone for their previous questions. Most of my questions are answered through you’re asking of the question so thank you for that.


My question deals directly with the curricula design is that you spoke about 12 credits, 12 credits; is that 12 credits per year? Because one of the questions - one of those things that you answered was it’s going to be a three year program.

So I was looking at, you know, a curricula that was going to be over the course of three years but focusing on really the senior year in high school.


So is it a minimum of 12 credits or can we design it for a greater amount of credits? That’s my one question.


And the second question is, those credits, can they be taken in any modality, in other words online, on campus or at the secondary school?

David Musser:
Very good questions. So the first one is the 12 credits, the credits the student has to be able to take while still in high school, is that a maximum? It’s a minimum. So you could make available two full years of coursework, 24 credit hours to students and that’s fine.


And what we’re saying is with that requirement that you make available to students at least 12 credit hours during their time when they’re still in high school. So the purpose of that is to ensure that they have an option to take up to 12 credit hours while they’re actually still dually enrolled in the secondary school and your post-secondary program.


Now if you wanted to you could make 24 credit hours available or more. It all depends on what you want to - how you want to design your program.


But the minimum requirement is 12 credit hours over the course of the student’s enrollment in both post-secondary and secondary school.


So the second question was about modality. And we are leaving the question of modality open. We’re not setting any particular requirements about the modality in which you teach your post-secondary courses.


Anything that fulfills the requirements of your accrediting agency and your state or any other oversight entities is all right in this experiment as well.

Remember of course that any - so you still there - if it’s a distance education program you still have to fulfill the federal requirements for distance education, etcetera.

But any - we’re not setting any additional restriction on the modality for your coursework as part of this experiment.

(Judy Corbett):
And last question just that was raised in my mind while people were asking questions. Should we have some sort of budget workout as far as in the Letter of Interest as far as how much it would cost per student to put them through this program?

David Musser:
So I think that would be helpful information. And I think...
(Judy Corbett):
Okay.

David Musser:
...that’s a good question and something that all the folks on this line might consider. If you have a good grasp already of how much it would cost the students to complete the program and how much they might be charges as dual enrolled students you should let us know that.

(Judy Corbett):
Okay. Thank you.

Coordinator:
Next is Mr. Jonathan Graham. Sir your line is open.

Jonathan Graham:
Hi. Thank you. I’m from Motlow State Community College in Tennessee. And I’ve got a couple of questions.

My first question applies to Slide 23 and it has - it states that when selecting institutions, the department will consider past Title IV HEA administration and compliance and including financial aid responsibilities, ratios etcetera.


Do the college - and do we need to submit those in our Letter of Intent or will the department go ahead and automatically look that information up for us?

David Musser:
That’s a good question. And the answer is that we’ll look it up for you. That - the past Title IV administration and compliance piece, we will review from our own data. So you don’t need to submit anything about those - that component of it.

Jonathan Graham:
Okay, perfect. Thank you. And then my second question is I’m in the State of Tennessee also. And we use the dual enrollment grant.

If a student, if one of our dual enrollment students gets the dual enrollment grant, can we use the Federal Pell Grant to then cover textbook costs?

David Musser:
Yes. That’s right. Now as long as that - remember and what I understood from the last person who spoke about that Tennessee grant was that that’s a last dollar grant which would mean that if you have a Pell Grant then if you received the Tennessee grant then they’re not going to let you use that to pay for other things.


But if it’s possible for to have both sources of aid pay for the books and supplies, then absolutely. And in fact that’s something we would encourage as part of this experiment.

Jonathan Graham:
Okay, thank you.

Coordinator:
Next is (Dave Gayle). Sir your line is now open.

(Dave Gayle):
We were looking at this really seriously. But we also submitted an application for the Experimental Pell for Incarcerated Individuals. And we didn’t know what the timeline looked like for notification for that program.

David Musser:
Well the timeline for both of these is likely to be you’ll receive a notice in the spring. That one might be a little earlier than dual enrollment because we’re - this one got announced a little bit later and we’re beginning the screen process later.


But we can’t give you a specific date for when that announcement will occur. But like I said, it’s likely to be in the spring.

(Dave Gayle):
Thank you.

David Musser:
Sure.

Coordinator:
Next comes from (Kimmy Dohe). Your line is now open.

(Kimmy Dohe):
Hi. I have two questions. If our high school already pays the college tuition for the students would participating in this experiment be beneficial for our students?

David Musser:
Well it could be. It depends on if the high school for example provides money for books and supplies or other kinds of support. You certainly could apply if you’re high - if the high school covered all the tuition and fees for students.

The Pell Grant could then be provided to cover the student’s other costs that will be part of the cost of attendance under the Higher Education Act. So that could mean books and supplies. It could mean other costs including for example transportation costs to the college, things like that.


So I do think it could be helpful for your students in those instances.

(Kimmy Dohe):
Okay. And then if we do participate and we have students who are eligible under the Pell to receive funds and we also have students who are not eligible is it still okay to pay the tuition for the kids who are not eligible?

David Musser:
Yes.

(Kimmy Dohe):
But the Pell pays for the kids who are eligible.

David Musser:
Yes, that’s fine. You can certainly - it sounds like you simply wouldn’t make any changes to your - to the funding arrangement where the high school pays for tuition for everybody and that would be perfectly fine.

(Kimmy Dohe):
Okay. Thanks.

David Musser:
Sure.

Coordinator:
Next question comes from (Cynthia Butler). Ma’am your line is now open.

(Cynthia Butler):
Thank you so much. I believe my question was already answered. It had to do with the projected end date of this experiment. But I think you’ve pretty much addressed that so thank you.

David Musser:
Thank you.

Coordinator:
Question comes from (Ed Nickel). Sir your line is now open. Sir, please check your Mute button.


He actually disconnected. Next one is Ms. (Jody Zawadi). Ma’am your line is now open.

(Janine Zawadi):
Hi. It’s (Janine Zawadi). And I’m with the Community College of Baltimore County. Thank you everyone. All your questions have been excellent and a lot of mine were answered through this.

I just have a clarification. I just want to make sure that all students that are - that qualify to participate or are qualified for the Pell are going to be accepted. There’s no control or test group.

David Musser:
That is exactly right.

(Janine Zawadi):
And Slide Number 20 and I think you already answered this but so the institutions will be required to annually submit information about the total cost of operating and this will be outlined later, when? As we - if we’re selected we’ll know more about how to submit that information.

David Musser:
Yes. That’s right. So the very first thing that we’re going to do after this webinar is provide a series of questions and answers and especially regarding some of the things that we’ve talked about today as well as other questions that we’ve received.


As you proceed through the selection process and once you’re invited to participate, we will continue to provide information to you about how to fulfill these other requirements. One of those being the question that was, thank goodness, asked by one of our other folks about how to report these students to COD...
(Janine Zawadi):
Yes.

David Musser:
...some of the technical things that you’ll need to know as well as what we expect in this annual reporting for the operating costs of the program. We’ll explain all of this as schools go forward.


Part of that is because these are really more - somewhat more granular details that only really schools that have actually been approved to participate need to know.

(Janine Zawadi):
Right.

David Musser:
So we’ll make sure that we get that to you when we have it available.

(Janine Zawadi):
Excellent. And the fact that a school is already participating in other experiments, does that hinder or help with consideration for this?

David Musser:
Not really. We will certainly look at if another experiment that you’re in and, you know, have you been reporting to us on a regular timeline, all of those kinds of things. But participation in one or more experiments is permitted and wouldn’t necessarily (prohibit) participation in this one.
(Janine Zawadi):
Okay, thank you.

David Musser:
All right, so I think that’s about all the questions that we have time for today. I’d like to thank everyone who logged on and listened to this call. And thank you for your interest and enthusiasm for this experiment. We’re very excited about this experiment and we’re glad to hear of all the folks that are interested as well.


A couple of quick things that I want to say before we end and one of them is as I briefly alluded to a couple of times we plan to provide a Q&A that is going to be available on the Experimental Sites web site in the very near future. So you can - you should keep referring to that web site to see, if you’re interested, if you have other questions and just to refer back to see what’s available.


We also will publish a transcript of this call as soon as we can so that you’ll be able to see that as well.


And one other thing I want to mention is that remember that the application deadline is coming up very soon, February 1st. And that is the priority deadline for applications. Because we plan to have a limited number of institutions that participate in this experiment it’s very likely that if your application comes in after that date that we won’t be able to consider it this year or potentially even later.


So make sure that you get those applications in by the priority deadline.


And with that...
Michael Cagle:
Okay.

David Musser:
...want to ask Michael, do you have any other - anything else?

Michael Cagle:
No. I think that’s it. We’ve - we’re starting to get lots of questions in on the ESI mailbox so people can continue if they have questions that weren’t answered this - during this call today, they can go ahead in experimentalsites@ed.gov and we’ll continue to entertain questions using that method. But that’s it.

David Musser:
All right.

Michael Cagle:
We appreciate everybody’s attendance today and that officially ends the call today.

Woman:
Thank you.

David Musser:
Thank you so much.

Coordinator:
Thank you. That concludes today’s conference. Thank you for your participation. You may now all disconnect. Speakers please standby for the post-conference.

END

