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Operator:
Welcome and thank you for standing by. At this time all participants are in a listen-only mode. After the presentation we will conduct the question and answer session. To ask a question, please press Star followed by the number 1. 


This call is being recorded. If you have any objections, you may disconnect at this point. 


Now I will turn the meeting over to your host, Mr. Michael Cagle. Mr. Cagle, you may begin. 

Michael Cagle:
Thank you and thanks everyone for - and welcome to the Experimental Sites Dual Enrollment Webinar. We’d also like to welcome you as an official participant in this experiment and we’re excited to begin the dual enrollment experiment and want to share with you some important reminders and requirements.


And my name is Michael Cagle and I’m one of your trainers today. Also joining me today in various parts of the country are Ian Foss, Craig Munier, and Anne Tuccillo. Also some other members of our ESI team are in DC around the room and will be available to answer questions at the end. 


But Anne and I will be your main presenters today and will be assisting also with the questions and answer portion of the webinar. 


But before we begin I would like to go over just a couple of housekeeping items. You should all have a copy of today’s PowerPoint presentation. That was forwarded to you in an email. If you registered late, and for example maybe you registered early this morning and you did not get a copy of the presentation, no worries. You can still access it from here in the MLM classroom.


At the top right hand corner of your screen right to the left of the Feedback button, you will see a piece of paper and to the left of that you will see three little pieces of paper. It’s a little icon. If you click on that there you will find the copy of the PowerPoint presentation as well as the action plan that we’ll discuss in the session today. So if you don’t have that information, no worries. You can still get it here in the classroom. 


We’re going to be entertaining questions at the very end of our session today. And the Operator will provide instructions for the live Q&A once the formal presentation is over with. So you’ll have an opportunity to ask questions at the very end and so we appreciate your patience. 

But always remember even after today’s session if your question is maybe specific to your school or it doesn’t get answered and you would still like to get an answer for a question, you can continue to use the ESI mailbox. And that’s experimentalsites@ed.gov. And we will provide the address for that mailbox at the end of the session today. 


So thanks for your understanding and cooperation. And now I’m going to turn it over to Craig Munier and he’s going to talk a little bit about what we’re going to discuss today. So Craig?

Craig Munier:
Thank you Michael. Good afternoon. Well first we’re going to discuss the experiment itself and including brief explanations of the details that are explained in the Federal Register Notice that we published on November 3, 2015 as well as an overview of the waivers that are part of the experiment. 


Then we’re going to talk about the requirements for participating institutions to participate in the experiment. And finally we’ll describe some of the reporting requirements for the experiment to let you know some of the things that we anticipate schools will be report to the department regarding the experiment.


For those of you who have attended some of our prior webinars, this slide should look familiar. It’s a very important slide that is applicable to all experiments. Implementing an experiment will require coordination amongst various offices on your campus. Although under this experiment schools are exempt from certain parts of the regulations, you are required to adhere to all other Title IV requirements.


Institutions should view participating in an Experimental Site Initiative as a collaborative effort. That means you’ll need to work with other offices at your institution such as the Financial Aid Office, Business Office, faculty, registrar, admissions, communications and the President’s office. That is not an exhaustive list so you may want to think about other offices, some that may be unique to your institution that you will need to work with.


Other groups you may partner with will be your accrediting agency, vendors, state agencies and other policy stakeholders.


You can see the administrative capability regulation on the screen. That’s the regulation that requires institutions not just Financial Aid Staff, to craft policies that are compliant with federal laws and regulations. These experiments are no exception. It is vitally important that you develop and carefully document your policies and procedures related to this experiment.


You will also want to ensure that you are in compliance with both federal and institutional policies. Remember, administering federal student aid is an institutional responsibility. It is not just the responsibility of the Financial Aid Staff.


Remember that talking with the Financial Aid Office can assist with the application and approval process for experiments. They are well versed on federal student aid regulations.


Now let me turn it back over to Michael and the rest of the webinar. Michael? 

Michael Cagle:
Thank you Craig. Okay, now I’d like to move on and go to Slide number 4. And let’s talk a little bit about the dual enrollment experiment in more detail. And it’s really important that we spend some time talking about the current rules. 

There are specific waivers that are related to and provided to you under this experiment. So participating institutions will be exempt from Section 484(a)(1) of the HEA as well as 34 CFR 668.32(b) which prohibit a student who is enrolled in a secondary school from receiving funds under the Federal Pell Grant Program. Now participating institutions are also exempt from Section 484(d) of the HEA as well as 34 CFR 668.32(e). And that currently requires that a student has a high school diploma or its equivalent in order to be eligible for Federal Pell Grants.


So remember that these are the only statutory and regulatory provisions that are waived in the experiment. And so it’s really important that you remember that all other normal requirements for federal student aid will still apply. And we’ll talk a little bit more about that in detail in just a couple of minutes. 

Let’s move onto Slide number 5. And let’s really have a comparison here about the current rules versus what you’ll be able to do under the experiment. As you can see on this slide we have two columns. The left column describes the current Title IV rules and regulations on these issues. And the right hand column describes the modified rules under the experiment.


So this is probably a good opportunity if you have the slides that you might want to, you know, print this one out and keep it in front of you because it does give you an idea of what your current rules are and what your exemptions will be under the experiment and really what it means. 


At any rate under the current rules a student may not receive Title IV assistance including Pell Grants if the student is in addition to being enrolled in an eligible post-secondary educational program, also enrolled in secondary school.


And further a student must have a high school diploma or its recognized equivalent in order to receive Title IV aid. As you can see on the right hand side there under the experiment, an otherwise eligible student who in addition to being enrolled in an eligible post-secondary program is also enrolled in a secondary school may receive Federal Pell Grant funding. Importantly, an otherwise eligible student participating in the experiment also does not need a high school diploma or its recognized equivalent in order to receive that Federal Pell Grant if they’re also enrolled in a post-secondary program while they’re enrolled in that secondary school. 


So this is a really important slide because it does give you an idea of what the current rules are versus what you can do under the experiment. It’s kind of a nice side by side comparison. 


Let’s move onto Slide number 6. Now we’re going to talk about the next few slides some of the requirements for participating in the dual enrollment. And these are specific to the arrangement that the postsecondary institution must have with either the LEA or the public secondary school. 


So for those of you that are postsecondary institutions that are on the line, many of these should look familiar to you if you’ve looked at your Program Participation Agreement Amendment because they are outlined in that Program Participation Agreement Amendment. This would be a good time for me just to suggest that you really keep that handy because it does have all these requirements there. 


So let’s talk a little bit about what these arrangements should be. As I mentioned to participate in the experiment, your institution must have an arrangement with one or more what we call Local Educational Agencies or LEAs or public secondary schools. And we emphasize public because public secondary schools are the only types of schools that you can enter into arrangements with. You can’t enter into any arrangements with private secondary schools. They have to be public. 


And that would be defined by the state in which your public secondary school is located. You can permit public secondary school students to enroll in Title IV Eligible Postecondary Programs. And as part of your participation in the experiment you’ll be expected to document your arrangement with that LEA or that public secondary school. So it really would make sense to have your arrangement formalized in writing. And that’s really important. 

It’s also important to note that participating institutions cannot just enroll students under the experiments without having an arrangement in place with the LEA or the public high school in which that student is enrolled. And that’s very important. You want to make sure that you have those arrangements in place and only enroll students that are attending the schools where those arrangements are in place.

It’s also important to note that the dual enrollment arrangement under the experiment must meet all applicable requirements of your postsecondary institution’s accrediting agency. So not all accrediting agencies have specific requirements regarding dual enrollment, but some do. And if you haven’t already done so this would be a good time to consult with your accrediting agency about its requirements for dual enrollment because you really want to make sure that those requirements would not interfere with your participation in the experiment. So reaching out to your crediting agency is a good idea. 


Participating schools will also be required to report to federal student aid those LEAs or public secondary schools in which the school is going to enter into arrangements with. 


Now as you recall when you had your letter of interest and when you applied for the experiment, you did list your LEAs or your public secondary schools. And we will use those LEAs or public secondary schools as the baseline for who you’re going to enter agreements with. But if the secondary schools or LEAs are different than what you reported on your letter of interest, you should notify the department of those changes now. And then after the experiment begins you’ll have 15 business days to notify the federal student aid of any changes to your arrangements. 


But any of those changes that you want to report to us can be done simply by sending a message to that same ESI mailbox that I mentioned earlier. And that’s ExperimentalSites@ed.gov. And no worries that’s on the last slide as and I will provide that email address to you. But it is important that you do make sure that you notify us of who your LEAs and your public secondary schools are going to be.


And if they’re the same as they were on your letter of interest, you’re fine. But if they are different then you should report those to us now. All right. so let’s move onto Slide number 7. And let’s talk about some more of the requirements related to the arrangement.


The first requirement that you see here on the screen is that the institution must require dually enrolled students to enroll in a Title IV Eligible postsecondary program as what we call regular student. And your institution might use different words for this. For example, some schools might say matriculated but what we really mean here is that the eligible students must be enrolled for the purpose of completing the program at your institution and for obtaining a degree, a certificate, or some other recognized credential offered by your institution. 


Now, the full definition of regular student can be found in 34 CFR 600.2 if you’re interested in delving deeper into the subject. And we’re going to discuss the regular student definition and requirement more in the session later on. 

The second thing you’ll see here on the screen is the arrangement must also ensure that students receive Federal Pell Grant Funds only for coursework that applies towards completion of their postsecondary credential at the participating institution. 

Now such coursework may but is not required to also apply towards that student’s secondary school diploma. And we sometimes call this dual credit.


And then finally you’ll see here on the screen that the institution must ensure that its dual enrollment arrangement does not impede participating students’ academic progress and persistence in secondary school. And what this means is that you’ll want to avoid allowing a student to take postsecondary coursework if you know that it will interfere with the student’s completion of other requirements for graduating from high school or secondary school. 

As an example, maybe you have a senior that needed to complete a full set of high school courses in her final semester in order to graduate on time. You really wouldn’t want to permit her to take postsecondary coursework that would not count towards her high school requirements in lieu of one of her required high school courses. So you really need to make sure that you don’t impede that participating student’s academic progress and persistence in secondary school and that’s important. 


Let’s move onto Slide number 8. You’ll see here on the screen some additional requirements that must be included in your arrangements. Now the first one here as part of your postsecondary institution’s dual enrollment arrangement, it must offer the students the opportunity to earn the equivalent of at least 12 postsecondary credit hours while also enrolled in public secondary school.


Also a postsecondary institution must take steps to ensure that students who enroll in postsecondary programs as part of the experiment are adequately prepared academically for the postsecondary level coursework. This may include things like ensuring that the student meets relative requirements that may apply for enrollment such as grade point average, placement tests, and course prerequisite requirements.


And then finally here on the screen you’ll see that the institution must also prohibit the use of Federal Pell Grant funds for remedial coursework taken by students who are enrolled in a public secondary school. And this is a really important one to note because it’s a shift from the flexibility schools have outside the experiment. 


But as we noted before under the dual enrollment experiment an institution may only consider for Pell Grant purposes those courses that actually count toward completion of the student’s program study. And that would preclude noncredit remedial coursework. 


And again just as a reminder all of this is outlined in your program participation agreement as well. And so that’s always a good idea to have that in front of you as well. 


Let’s move onto Slide number 9. And let’s talk about this more about the arrangements. The first thing on this slide is that the dual enrollment arrangement between that postsecondary educational institution and the LEA or the public high school must also provide appropriate student support services. And those services would be things like academic tutoring, high school to college transition support, guidance counseling or any other comparable services designed to increase the student preparation for and success in postsecondary education. 


And these services can be provided by the public secondary school, the institution, the LEA, or by any other entity that you choose. The important thing is that you just have to make sure that they are offered. 

A final requirement for the dual enrollment arrangement is that they must ensure that students are provided assistance in completing the free application for federal student aid, which is the FAFSA. And assistance may be provided again by the public secondary school, the institution, the LEA or by any other entity. It doesn’t matter who really provides the assistance as long as students get the help that they need.


And I think this is really important to note because many eligible high school students might not otherwise consider applying for aid for example until their senior year. So having this FAFSA support is really important for the experiment purposes. 


All right on Slide number 10 we have received a number of questions about whether the Pell Grants that students receive under the Dual Enrollment Experiment will count toward their Pell Grant Lifetime Eligibility Maximums or what we refer to as Lifetime Eligibility Used or LEU. 


This is a really great question. But the answer is yes, Federal Pell Grants disbursed to students through participation in this experiment will count toward those students’ Pell LEUs. So students should certainly be aware of the impact of receiving Federal Pell Grants while they’re still in high school.


And we encourage institutions and schools they work with to explain this important fact to the students before they begin their postsecondary enrollment.

That said, there are a few things that might mitigate the impact of the LEU requirements. It is likely that most dually enrolled students will enroll less than full time or not for the full academic year. And therefore those students would receive less than a full scheduled Award and they would have used less than 100% of their LEU for that award year.


We also hope that many students will either continue at the postsecondary institution and receive their degree or have those credits that they earned while dually enrolled transferred to another institution. So we hope that there’s very little impact on the LEU. But that LEU is important to note because we have received several questions about how it will affect it. And it will affect their LEU in some cases. All right let’s move onto Slide number 11. 


Let’s talk about some of the requirements. And there are no changes to other normal requirements for determining a student’s eligibility for Pell Grants. Now as an example, Pell Grants have to be calculated using the EFC that’s determined by completion of the FAFSA and the Federal Pell Grant payment and disbursement schedules for the relevant award year must be used. For example, the full time, three-quarter time, halftime, or less than halftime. So that’s the first requirement you see here on the screen. 

The second thing here on Slide number 11 is that there is no change to the requirement for determining a student’s eligibility for federal student aid, calculating a student’s cost of attendance, or disbursing funds to a student. So those are requirements that still remain in effect and there are no changes or no waivers in those areas. So that’s important for you to remember. 


Let’s talk a little bit on Slide 12 about credit balances. The experiment requires that all Title IV credit balances, if any, be released to the student under the normal requirements outlined in the regulations which is 34 CCR 668.164. And so if there are any credit balances again that wasn’t waived and so you do need to make sure you are in compliance with those normal requirements for credit balances. 


Slide number 13 and this is important. We’ve had several questions about okay how are we supposed to report these students in COD so that they can get their payment for Pell? And basically what the institution is going to be required to do is use a code for the data element in COD. The data element is code 94. I think its data element number 94. 


So it’s important that institutions participating in this experiment use what we call COD code number 10. And that’s kind of a mouthful but it’s COD code number 10. And that is an existing code within the COD system and it means that the program leads to at least an Associate degree, excelled in high school, and met the admissions requirements for the student eligibility code. 


And so for all students participating in this experiment, the student eligibility code would be COD code number 10. And I want to really make you understand that this is a repurposing of this very rarely used COD code. It’s always been there but it’s something that we are asking schools to use. 


And this would help ensure that your students would get the money that they are entitled to under the Pell Program. So that is what you’ll be using for the COD reporting and that’s really important for you to remember. And that’s on Slide 13.


All right let’s move onto Slide number 14 and talk about R2T4. Now an R2T4 calculation must be completed for students who withdraw from any program under the experiment and these provisions were not waived as part of the experiment. So it’s important to remember that. This is another thing that wasn’t waived. We talked about the waivers you had on the prior slides, but R2T4 was not one of them. 


So in the event that a calculation results in institutional charges that must be repaid, the institution is required to return all or a portion of the student’s Pell Grant Funds to the Department as a result of that R2T4 calculation. 


So in very limited circumstances a student may be held responsible for those institutional charges that result from that R2T4 calculation if the institution’s policies do not permit the student’s tuition to be refunded. However, a student may not be held responsible for withdraw fees or any other charges that result from the student’s withdrawal.


And the institution is also required to disclose to students the possibility that they could be responsible for institutional charges if they withdraw and will be asked to report to the department the amounts charged to your dually-enrolled students as a result of the student withdrawals. So that’s something to keep note of when you’re reporting. 


Slide number 15, this is an important one as well. As we indicated on a prior slide, Title IV credit balances must be released to the students. But what if their Pell Grants don’t fully cover their charges? And that brings us to this very important requirement for the experiment. 

Participating institutions must ensure that after all Pell Grants, state, local, institutional aid or other resources have been applied to student charges that students receiving those Pell Grant Funds under the experiment are not responsible for any remaining institutional charges as a result of enrolling in the postsecondary program as part of the dual enrollment arrangement under the experiment.


So if a student’s charges exceed his or her Pell Grant the institution will need to have a mechanism in place to ensure that such a student does not have to pay any of those remaining charges out of their pocket.


Let’s give you an example here. Let’s say your institution’s tuition for dually enrolled students is 1,000 and a student receives a Pell Grant for $750. Then the institution would have to have to find a way to cover that remaining $250 of the student’s charges in order to ensure that the student is not responsible for any more of the remaining institutional charges.


And this could be done through an institutional scholarship, through an outside scholarship or some other source of funding. So that’s really important. Let’s move onto Slide number 16. 

And we talked a little bit earlier about the FAFSA but all students participating in the experiment must complete the FAFSA to determine their Pell Grant eligibility. And since the dually enrolled students under the experiment will not have their high school diploma when completing the FAFSA, the student must indicate this on the FAFSA. 


However, it’s important to note that the department systems will make an exception for these students and we provided instructions on Slide 13 that you’ll need to report them in COD using the proper code in order for those students to get the eligibility and for those funds to be released. So that’s important and that’s again we talked about that on Slide 13.


But the key is that they still complete the FAFSA just like they normally would when it comes to they will not have a high school diploma. They will still indicate that on the FAFSA. 


All right let’s move onto Slide number 17. 
Anne Tuccillo:
Mike? Excuse me.

Michael Cagle:
Yes. 

Anne Tuccillo:
Were you going to pull up the polling slide?

Michael Cagle:
Yes, I am. Thank you, Anne. We have a polling slide here that we want you to do. And that is right here on the screen. And when does your institution expect to enroll your first students under the experiment? And we have several choices there. We just kind of want to get a general idea of where you are in the process and when you expect to start enrolling students. Okay. 

Looks like quite a few of you are looking at fall of 2016. We have a few that are into the winter of 16-17 or the spring of 17, but it looks like a majority of you are planning on beginning enrolling students in fall of 2016. Very good. I’ll leave it open just for a couple of minutes more, couple seconds maybe. All right. Good. I appreciate your cooperation in completing this brief little questionnaire. It helps us get input on where we are in the process. But it looks like many of you are ready to get rolling in the fall of 2016. 

Thank you Anne for the reminder. Let’s go back now to Slide number 17.


This is where we’re talking about the regular student definition. So the experiment does require that dually enrolled students need to be enrolled in Title IV Eligible postsecondary programs as a regular student. And we mentioned earlier the regular student definition is in 34 CFR 600.2. 


Now a person must be enrolled as a regular student in an eligible program to receive FSA Funds. Now a regular student is someone who is enrolled or accepted for enrollment in an eligible institution for the purpose of obtaining a degree or certificate offered by the school. The institution can only award Federal Pell Grant Funds for the student’s coursework that applies towards completion of the postsecondary program in which a student is enrolled at the participating institution. 


Now under the experiment a school should have a separate process to document that students participating in the experiment meet that definition of a regular student. Your school should be able to document that a student’s enrollment in an eligible program at the time of admission and it must have a system to notify the financial aid office if the student leaves the program. 

The department will monitor that students are enrolled in eligible programs by checking what program of study is reported for them as part of the NSLDS enrollment reporting process. 


One of the things also we want to remind you of is that English language learners and students with disabilities are not prohibited from participating in this experiment as long as all applicable student eligibility requirements are met. So keep that in mind as well for those English language learners and students with disabilities. 


Let’s move onto Slide number 18. All right. It’s taking a bit to move it but there we go. All right. On Slide number 18 there’s also additional requirements regarding the transferability of credits earned while a student is dually enrolled. If the institution has information about potential restrictions on the transferability of credits that secondary students may receive under the institution’s dual enrollment arrangement, the institution must disclose this information to students and their families prior to the student’s participation in the dual enrollment experiment.

Anne Tuccillo:
Hey Michael. This is Anne. I’m sorry. I think we’re stuck.

Michael Cagle:
There we go. We got it. 

Anne Tuccillo:
Okay. 

Michael Cagle:
Is it there now?

Anne Tuccillo:
Yes, it is. 

Michael Cagle:
All right, good. Sorry about that. It’s on Slide number 18. We’re talking about the transferability of credit. You want to make sure that like I said, if your institution does have information about potential restrictions on the transferability of credits that your secondary students receive under your dual enrollment arrangement, you should disclose this information to your students and their families. And this is really important that the students and families understand this. And I think you can understand why that is, too.


All right. Let’s move onto Slide number 19. Now the last requirement that we’re going to talk about here relates to how an institution incorporates new revenue from the Federal Pell Grants into its funding for a dual enrollment program. And as you’re already aware, Federal Pell Grants made available to students through participation in this experiment must not supplant public and institutional sources of funding for an institution’s dual enrollment agreement.


Now let’s say this another way. Let’s say your institution’s total public and institutional funding must be sustained while the institution participates in the experiment. Tuition waivers or state funds applied toward tuition would count as part of the institution’s overall public funding for dual enrollment. 


So if Federal Pell Grant Funds displace that funding or any other public or institutional funding for the student, the institution would be encouraged to use that displaced funding -- or if that’s not possible, replace that funding -- to expand the number of seats available and/or maybe offer more student support services such as transition counseling, academic counseling, career guidance, and tutoring. 

The department will monitor this requirement and will require institutions to submit annual reports that detail the sources and amounts of the funding. So you’re going to be expected to document how you fulfill this requirement in an ongoing way and provide that documentation to the department. And we’ll provide instructions for the institutions participating in the experiment on how this reporting will take place. 


What I’d like to do now is turn this over to Anne Tuccillo and she’s going to explain the program participation agreement process and provide some information about the evaluation and reporting for this experiment. So Anne it’s all yours.

Anne Tuccillo:
Thanks Michael. You do such a great job. Let’s talk about what we see on Slide number 20 which is the program participation agreement. And I just want to take a few minutes to talk about that. 


Your institution should have received the amendment to the PPA. If you have not, you should receive it shortly. Once you’ve received this amendment, please carefully review it and understand your commitment to participate in the experiment. 


You will need to obtain the required signatures and return the signed amendment to FSA via courier service. Now what’s important to note, I noticed when we were filling out our poling slide a majority of you wanted to being your experiment in the fall of 2016. I think there was over 31% or 31 schools reporting that. So it’s imperative that once that PPA amendment comes to your institution, that amendment is signed by the appropriate school officials and is returned to FSA via courier service.


What will then happen is that FSA will send the school a countersigned amendment to the program participation agreement. And what’s important to note here too is that you must retain a copy of that countersigned amendment on file at all times. 


So just to reiterate some things about participation, when it can begin is number one, the school receives the official invitation from Federal Student Aid -- which all of you already have -- the school accepts the invitation -- which you likely already have -- and then a school official signs and returns the required amendment to the program participation agreement. 


When an institution has a fully executed amendment to their program participation agreement for this experiment they will receive a welcome letter from the ESI team. This will inform the institution that they may begin implementation of the experiment. So once those steps happen, then you may begin the dual enrollment experiment. 


So let’s move onto Slide number 21 and Mike mentioned there’s going to be some reporting requirements in this experiment as there are for all of them. And I want to talk a little bit about that. And just to give you some background in order to evaluate the experiment, participating institutions will be required to collect, maintain and report information about secondary students applying for and actually receiving Federal Pell Grants under this experiment.  

The information may include the number and characteristics of applicants who apply and/or enroll in dual enrollment courses, the number of post-secondary credits the students have attempted and earned, the amount of Federal Pell Grant funding offered and provided to each student. And again, these are just some things that we’re thinking of right at this point. 


And moving onto the next slide, on Slide number 22 additional information may also include indicators of academic progression and completion, the number and characteristics of low income students who participated in dual enrollment prior to the experiment, and then a few more on Slide 23. 


What we want to emphasize most importantly is that we really want to try to minimize the reporting burden it imposes on participating schools. And we really want to make sure the reporting will focus on experiment specific information. 


So it’s important to remember that postsecondary institutions participating in this experiment will be asked to complete an annual survey. This survey will collect information on any postsecondary level instruction offered prior to the experiment because we need to see what was going on before as well as after the implementation, the institution’s dual enrollment arrangements and any unforeseen challenges that you have experienced implementing the experiment, and aspects of the institution’s dual enrollment -- for instance tuition and fees, caps on credits earned, support services provided, instructional delivery methods and faculty characteristics.


All of these things give us a clearer picture of how the experiment has been implemented at a wide variety of different institutions. 

Now again, it’s important to note that Federal Student Aid is in the process right now of developing what we call an information collection request and we’ll be seeking public comment on that on the department’s evaluation of the experiments. So we hope to get thoughts and feedback about the data and the information we propose to collect through this process. So we hope that we can count on you to provide that feedback when the time is ready, when we’re ready to post that information. 


Moving onto Slide number 24, just talking a little bit more about reporting and evaluation. Again as I mentioned, we’re really striving to minimize the burden of reporting on institutions. And Federal Student Aid is working very hard to integrate as much of the information it already collects during the processing of aid into the evaluation as feasible. This again is work in progress and all the specifics have not yet been finalized and they won’t be finalized until we receive comment from the ICR. 

The current evaluation plans -- excuse me -- will ask participating post-secondary schools to identify dually enrolled students who complete a FAFSA and FSA will ask participating schools to provide only specific information unique to the experiment. So in a nutshell, we’re only going to ask schools to provide data unique to the experiment that is not currently available in our FSA systems.


Moving onto Slide number 25 one thing we want to point out which is very important is that FSA plans to ask schools to report on all applicants, not just those who enroll. Ideally schools will not be asked to report information as I mentioned they have on students that the students or the institution already has on file, such as information reported on the FAFSA, information that we can obtain through COD or through NSLDS.  
 
In order for this to work schools will need to supply student identifying information such as a student’s Social Security Number, the last name, and possibly the first character of the first name and date of birth in order for Federal Student Aid to access reported elsewhere.


One question that we have received often about the department’s evaluation of the experiments is whether institutions will be required to randomly determine whether otherwise eligible students will receive Pell Grants under this experiment. The answer is no. There’s no random selection process. All students who are eligible for Pell Grants under this experiment will receive this funding. 


The specific evaluation reporting requirements will be finalized and shared with participating institutions in the near future.


Moving onto Slide number 26 we want to talk a little bit about the Experimental Sites Initiative website. The Experimental Sites website is a useful resource -- at least we really hope that you think that it is -- that you should all become familiar with and access to assist you with implementing your experiment. The web address is located on the top of the slide and we hope that you will save it as a bookmark on your desktop. 


One of the documents that you can find on the website and you should become very familiar with as you get started with the implementation of this dual enrollment experiment is the Action Plan. And the Action Plan is located on the home page of the website under Implement an Experiment tab. And it is the first link titled Action Plans. 


Each experiment has an Action Plan and the Action Plans were really designed to assist schools with identifying the items needed to properly administer the experiments and help you to get this experiment off the ground.

Also we have a tab on the website entitled Experiments. And that is where you can find a listing of schools participating in the experiments. And we also have a tab called How to Apply. And that is where you would find the Dear Colleague Letters and the electronic announcements. 

So what we’re going to do right now is Mike is going to drive for me and he’s going to go out to the actual website and we’re just going to take a quick little drive through just to show you what you can find there. Are you going out there, Mike? There we go. Great.


So here we are at the Home page. And again it’s ExperimentalSites.ED.gov. That’s how you would access the website. And if we want to go and show you where the Action Plan is, we would go under the box Implement an Experiment. That would be on that top right hand box. And you would click on Action Plans. Are you refreshing your screen Mike? Because it’s going kind of a little bit crazy here. 
Michael Cagle:
Can you see it? 

Anne Tuccillo:
I can see, yes. You must have clicked on Action Plan. So when you clicked on the box under Implement an Experiment, you clicked on Action Plan and here’s the drilldown to the Action Plans. And you’ll see we’ve recently posted the Dual Enrollment Action Plan. Thank you very much, (Warren Farr). And Mike if you want to click on that it will populate to a Word document that you can also download and save to your computer. 
Michael Cagle:
Yes. 

Anne Tuccillo:
And there you see we have the Dual Enrollment Action Plan. And these Action Plans are very similar for each of the experiments. Some of them are slightly different depending on the requirements. There are certain things that we want institutions to do. It also explains what the waivers are, as Mike went through at the very beginning of the webinar. 

And it just gives you more of a checklist, giving you the action steps and also giving you the ability to kind of write in or fill in the status assigned leads to certain parts of your implementation process, those types of things. It’s just a very helpful tool that we hope you will take advantage of. 


And then the last thing I wanted to show you, Mike if you want to go back to the How to Apply tab either on top or through the first box, I just wanted to show you where the Federal Register Notices are regarding all of the experiments that we currently have that we’re working with. And here you’ll see in kind of the order in which we released the Federal Register or the Federal Register was published, we have all the different experiment announcements announcing all of the different experiments. 


So if you wanted to click on one of those, that would actually take you to the Federal Register Notice and you could read more about each of the experiments. 


So that’s kind of like a quick little drive through the website. We really would like for you to take a look at it as well. And that’s really a source. If you do have a question, it might be a god idea to check out the website first to see if there’s something there that might be able to answer your question. 


And then if not, please feel free to send us a message at our Experimental Sites email box or through one of us on the ESI team. 


So let’s go back to the presentation Mike and just to show him we have two screen shots of the Action Plan for the dual enrollment which is exactly the same as what we showed you on the website. But we always like to have a backup plan in case we can’t get out to the internet. So we wanted to include them as well in the presentation. And we also have this Action Plan available for you in the Classroom. If you want to click on the little icon with the three little pieces of paper, you will be able to download the Action Plan as well. 

So we have both pages on Slide number 27. Or actually on Slide number 27 we just put a screenshot up there for you. 


So then moving onto Slide number 28 I just wanted to provide you with the contact information. Michael Cagle is the main ESI contact for the Dual Enrollment Experiment and here is his email address and his contact information, his telephone number as well. Or as we have said you are certainly welcome to send an email to our ExperimentalSites@ed.gov.  mailbox and one of the team will be happy to get back to you as soon as we can. 


And at this point I am going to turn it over - we’re going to open up the lines in just a minute. The Operator (Liz) is going to open up the line to entertain questions and we have folks in the room who will be able to hopefully answer your questions. 


But one of the things I want to remind you of is sometimes it’s not clear what your institution’s name is or what your name is. So please repeat your name and the institution that you’re representing when you get on the line. So at this point I’m going to turn it over to (Liz) and if you can open up the lines for question and answers, I’d appreciate it. 

Operator:
Thank you. We will now begin the question and answer session. If you would like to ask a question, please press Star followed by the number 1. Please unmute your phone and record your name clearly when prompted. Your name is required to introduce your question. To cancel your request, please press Star followed by the number 2. One moment please for the first question. 


Once again participants to ask a question please press Star followed by the number 1. One moment please for the first question. 

Speakers our first question comes from the line of Jim Spears. Mr. Spears your line is open. 

Jim Spears:
Yes, this is Jim Spears at Glenville State College. I saw where you said that if we are looking to make any changes to our arrangement then what was originally reported, then we have to let you know within 15 business days. Does that mean that since we started talking to different schools about this, other counties have become aware and they’ve expressed interest in joining this program also but they weren’t originally listed in our initial letter to you. 


Can we look to add some counties or school districts to our original listing?

Man:
Jim, yes absolutely. You’re free to add counties to participate with you in the experiment. Like Michael said, you would just want to email that information to the Experimental Sites mailbox at ExperimentalSites@ed.gov. 

Jim Spears:
Super thank you. 

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of (Steve Lampkin). Mr. (Lampkin) your line is open.

(Steve Lampkin):
Hi. We just have a question. We’re concerned. I guess high school students just ended today. So if we are unable to get a full participating - we wrote 60 students into our original letter. If we’re unable to recruit 60 students for year one of this experiment, is there any sort of penalty that will be held against us? 

Man:
No. The information that you provided to us in your Letter of Interest was just an estimate. If you are unable to recruit 60, you’re unable to recruit 60. If you are able to recruit more than 60, you are able to recruit more than 60. 

(Steve Lampkin):
Thank you. 

Woman:
That said, if you think that you might be going way over your original estimate, we would appreciate your emailing us to let us know, given that this is a limited budget across the entire pool of you all. 

Operator: 
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of Chris Zimmermann. Mr. Zimmermann your line is now open.

Chris Zimmermann:
Hi this is Chris Zimmermann from the College of Southern Maryland. I think I know the answer but I just want to follow up. In terms of the 12 credit requirement or the expectation that students be given the opportunity to do that, that’s not in one semester or in one academic year. Is that correct? It would be through the life of the experiment for them? 


So if we had some students that were going to be in 11th grade in the fall, and potentially they would have two years to participate in this to get that 12 credits. Is that a correct assumption?

Ian Foss:
Yes, that’s a correct assumption. The 12 credit hour requirement is something that applies to the student’s entire participation in the experiment, not necessarily one semester or even one academic year. 

Ian Foss:
Yes, so it would effectively apply to the entire period that the student is enrolled in secondary school and receiving Pell under the experiment. 

Chris Zimmermann:
Okay. Thank you very much. 

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of Becky Morris. Ms. Morris, your line is open.

Becky Morris:
Hi. This is Becky Morris from Germanna Community College. We were just wondering if there was any estimate as to the term of this experiment, like how long are we expected to conduct the experiment? 

Yuanxia Ding:
Hi, Becky. We hope that this experiment will last for at least four years. Most of our experimental sites go for at least three years. It really depends on the administration and what they decide to do. So it could last even longer than that. It’s going to be a little bit up to the next administration. 

Becky Morris:
Thank you. 

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question come from the line of Lisa Hanson. Lisa Hanson, your line is open. 

Lisa Hanson:
Hello. Lisa Hanson, Carl Sandburg College. I would like number one to clarify the definition of a participant. We have a number of students who have done dual enrollment for years who would not qualify for Pell. And we hope to of course have Pell recipients as part of the project. 


When we’re talking about students who we have to make up any excess tuition or institutional charges, that only applies then to an actual Pell recipient, correct?

Man:
Yes, that’s correct. You only have to basically make up the tuition a user awards in the case of somebody who’s receiving a Pell Grant under this experiment. 

Lisa Hanson:
Okay. Should we - can I ask a second question? Or should we beep in again? 

Man:
Go ahead.

Lisa Hanson:
We were running into a situation for location approval. We did not realize that this was going to take several months. And I have two locations that we had included in our proposal that we will offer more than 50% of a program. 

So with that said, I assume then I’m going to send you one email early on that says those locations will not be participating and then as soon as we have our accrediting agency approval we would be able to incorporate those back into the project. 

Ian Foss:
Yes, that’s correct. So even after you have your accrediting agency’s approval, you do have to at a minimum notify us through the (E-App) process that there’s now an additional location. 

Ian Foss:
Yes, and it would be helpful if you also let the experimentalsites@ed.gov email know when you do that. 

Lisa Hanson:
Okay will do. 

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of (Michael Torres). Mr. (Torres), your line is open.

(Michael Torres):
Thank you. I’ve got a couple of questions. The first question deals with selective service. We had a prospective student come in the other day and ask a question that I didn’t know how to answer immediately. And that was well, I have to answer it fast and truthfully and I’m not old enough to register for selective service, you know, by default. That (ISIR) is going to come through, you know, with some questions and by default that student wouldn’t be eligible for financial aid. 


Would we then be expected to override that? I mean, they can’t provide documentation to support why they didn’t because they’re not required to yet. So just any kind of guidance you could give on that. 

Ian Foss:
Yes. So if the student hasn’t reached the age at which they would need to register with the Selective Service, then they’re not required to register with the Selective Service. And so it met the Selective Service requirement for Title IV purposes. When completing the FAFSA, they’re just going to answer the question the way that makes sense given what’s factually true for that student, that they haven’t registered.

(Michael Torres):
Right. 

Michael Cagle:
If it creates a flag on the (ISIR) you simply need to document that the student was under the age necessary to register. 

(Michael Torres):
Just like you would for any other student participating in the experiment... 

Ian Foss:
Yes.

(Michael Torres):
Okay. And then secondly, you guys are mentioning that a code ten is entered at COD. How is that entered? Is that something that would be transmitted through our student information system up through Ed Connect to COD? Or something we’d have to enter in directly there?

Ian Foss:
You would submit this information at COD using whatever system provider you have that transmits, you know, Pell award and disbursement records to COD today. We’re telling you this information now because your system may be hard coded in a specific way to send specific student eligibility codes associated with students who, you know, don’t have a high school diploma which would be the case under this experiment.


And so we’re telling you now so that you can talk with your system providers to be sure that you will be able to actually submit Pell Grant Records when you’re ready to start participating in the experiment. 

(Michael Torres):
Okay. So this would be something that - now are we going to have the capability? Let’s just say my student information system, our system office can’t get that completed for us. Is there going to be a way that I can go to COD directly if an origination or disbursement rejects? Is there a way that I can go out to COD directly and update that?    
Ian Foss:
Yes, you do have the capability of modifying information on the COD system directly through the website. You would then have a conflict of information in some cases between what’s in your school system and what’s in the COD system and that may create some problems for you down the road. It may work for you as a temporary solution, but we do want to flag for you that, you know, you would have information out of sync. 

Ian Foss:
We do hope that this is possible for most institutions because this is a code that must be reported for all Pell recipients anyway. So it would likely mean that you would simply report a different number than you would for most of your Pell recipients who probably have high school diplomas, which is a separate code. 


But if there is an issue, then we do want to make sure that you reach out to your software provider and figure out a solution as early as possible. 

(Michael Torres):
All right. Thank you. 

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of Cherie Beltran. Ms. Beltran, your line is open.

Cherie Beltran:
Hi. Yes, this is Cherie Beltran from Ranger College. And can you just clarify for me that the Pell Grant can be used for level one certificate as well as Associate’s degrees? We have a lot of dual credit students working on level certificate that is 16 semester hours in length. And I just wondered if that could be one of the programs.
Ian Foss:
Yes, absolutely. As long as it leads to an academic credential from your institution, or rather that the coursework leads to an academic credential at your institution and the students enrolled in that academic program otherwise eligible program, then absolutely. 

Cherie Beltran:
Okay, great. Thank you so much.

Operator:
Thank you. At this time speakers, we don’t have any questions in queue. But once again participants to ask a question, please press Star followed by the number 1. Record your name clearly when prompted. And to cancel your request, please press Star 2. One moment please for the next question. 

Speakers, our next question comes from the line of Cathy Patella. Ms. Patella your line is open. 

Cathy Patella:
Hi. This is Cathy Patella from Cayuga Community College. My question is about books and supplies. If by some chance the Pell Grant covers the normal tuition that we charge but doesn’t cover the books and supplies, is the institution responsible for providing the books? Or is that a cost we should let the students know they may have to incur?

Ian:
Hi, Cathy. Unfortunately, we can’t answer that question right now. It’s a good one and we need to answer it. I think we’ll probably issue a Q&A to the ESI mailbox. In the interim, would you please email that question to the Experimental Sites mailbox so that we can appropriately track it until we can get you and everybody else an answer to that question? 

Cathy Patella:
Okay. Thank you very much. And I have just one more. These Pell Grants that we are awarding, are they going to be part of our FISAP reporting as well? Or should we find a way to keep them separate from our normal government reporting?  
Ian Foss:
You would put it on the FISAP just like any other Pell Grant. 

Cathy Patella:
Thank you.

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of Janice Adams. Ms. Adams, your line is open.

Janice Adams:
Hi. I just want to know - this is Janice Adams, Jackson State University. My question is regarding the timeline for reporting. Will there be an established timeline for the reporting? And how much time will we have to turn in the reports? And also what type of reports would be required? I know we talked in the webinar about just general information, but I’m kind of interested in knowing will there be a timeline and how soon will the first reports be required?
Ian Foss:
Yes, so we’re still discussing exactly how and how frequently reporting will operate. There will certainly be some reporting that happens only on an annual basis, but as we further develop the reporting requirements, there may be some pieces of information that we want from schools on a more periodic basis than annually. And like we’ve said during the webinar, the reporting is still something that’s in flux. It’s something that we’re still developing and we’ll be sure to communicate to you what exactly the reporting requirements look like once they’re more firmly established. 

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of Josh Cobble. Mr. Cobble, your line is open.

Josh Cobble:
Hi. Josh Cobble from Cowley College. Early on I heard the 15 business days to notify about changes in schools from the start of the program. Can that be ongoing or is there a firm deadline of when those need to be? Because we’ve had some other schools too that have approached us and want to be a part of it. But we want to make sure we’re not going to be behind the eight ball there. 
Ian Foss:
No. There’s no point that which your participation is sort of locked into a specific set of schools. As your arrangements with schools change, you would just need to tell us about that as of every 15 business days after you’ve made that change. So it’s ongoing. You can add schools or remove schools throughout the course of your participation in the experiment. 

Ian Foss:
As we noted before, if those changes would result in significantly higher numbers of students enrolling in your program, we also ask you to let us know that as well at that time. 

Josh Cobble:
Absolutely. Thank you. 

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of (Kevin). (Kevin), your line is open. 

(Kevin):
Our question has been answered since we entered the queue. Thank you. 

Operator:
Thank you very much. At this time speakers, there are no questions in queue. But once again participants, if you would like to ask a question please press Star followed by the number 1. One moment please for the next question. 

Speakers, our next question comes from the line of (David Tanner). Mr. (Tanner), your line is open. 

(David Tanner):
Yes. How are the retention figures going to be treated for the dual enrollment students? Will they be blended in with all of our other regular students? Or how would that work? 

David Musser:
Yes, that’s a good question. So under the normal - are you talking about - and I want to make sure I understand the question. Are you asking about IPEDS reporting? 

(David Tanner):
Yes. Whenever you’re trying to calculate the, you know, the percentage of completers and graduates and then your retention rate, I was just curious how the dual enrollment would fall into that. 

David Musser:
So that’s right. But under regular IPEDS reporting requirements, dually enrolled high school students are not considered to be degree or certificate seeking students. So the institutions that are in the experiment should exclude all their dually enrolled students including Pell Grant recipients from that IPEDS reporting, specifically from (covert) and enrollment count.


So this is the case even under the experiment the students are actually enrolled as regular students receiving a degree or credentials.

(David Tanner):
Okay. Thank you. 

David Musser:
No problem.

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of Lisa Hanson. Ms. Hanson, your line is open.

Lisa Hanson:
I think you answered this as part of your discussion earlier but I would like to clarify. If we have a student that is enrolled during the academic year and then wishes to attend summer but is not getting credit by the high school at that point, can they continue to receive Pell Grant during that summer semester and be part of the project?

Ian Foss:
Yes, they can. 

Lisa Hanson:
Thank you.

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of (Mark Hickenlove). Mr. (Hickenlove) your line is open.

(Mark Hickenlove):
Good afternoon. My question is can we limit participation to those students who are eligible at an award level great enough to cover the expenses of the institution? 

Ian Foss:
Can you restate the question? It sounds like what you’re talking about doing is only allowing students to receive a Pell Grant if the effect of the student’s Pell Grant would mean that their tuition and fees is fully paid by the Pell Grant. Is that accurate?

(Mark Hickenlove):
That’s accurate.

Man:
We’re getting a lot of shaking of heads in here. We don’t think that you can restrict participation in that way. If you accept a student in, you have to give them the Pell Grant that they’re eligible to receive and all of the things that go into the student’s participation and experiment would come into play, including ensuring that they’re not responsible for any remaining tuition and fees. 

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question will now come from (Christina Estevez). Ma’am, your line is open.  

(Christina Estevez):
Yes. We’d just like some clarification on the opportunity for undocumented students to participate in this experimental program. 

Ian Foss:
I’m so sorry. Could you repeat that? We were having a sidebar conversation and not paying enough attention.

(Christina Estevez):
Not a problem. Could you please clarify on the opportunity for undocumented students to participate in this experimental program? And what, if any, differentiations in their reporting would there be?

Ian Foss:
Because we didn’t waive any of the restrictions related to undocumented students, or really any other statutory or regulatory requirement other than what you saw in the slides for this presentation or your program participation agreement or in the Federal Register Notice, these students remain ineligible for Pell Grants under the experiment. 
(Christina Estevez): We understand that. We just wanted clarification if you still wanted something reported or could they typically still take the classes as?

Ian Foss:
Yes, we’re not restricting who you admit into your dual enrollment program. We’re only restricting who can receive a Pell Grant under this experiment. 

David Musser:
And remember that you’re only reporting information about your Pell Grant recipients. So you wouldn’t report anything about those undocumented students because they won’t receive Pell Grants. 

(Christina Estevez):
Thank you. 
Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of (Ari Gator). Ms. (Gator) your line is open. 

(Ari Gator):
Yes. The question pertains to students that are receiving Pell, that are in the program. If they move for any reason during the academic year and they do not complete the class or they have a medical reason why they cannot continue, are they responsible for paying these fees back because they withdraw from the class?
Ian Foss:
So the answer unfortunately for the student is yes. AS we noted in the presentation, return of Title IV requirements apply if the student fails to complete the course that they were being paid Title IV Funds for. So for example, if the student drops out in, you know, October and they were taking a September through December class, your institution would be responsible for completing a return of Title IV calculation under those normal requirements. 


So that could result in if your institution doesn’t refund all of the student’s tuition, that could result in the student needing to pay some of those remaining fees after some of the Pell Grant has been returned as a result of the calculation. So that could happen. 

Yuanxia Ding:
But to be very clear, I mean as we’ve indicated by requiring that no remaining charges are applied to the student after they receive the Pell Grant and other forms of aid, the intention with the experiment is that these students, particularly because they are Pell eligible students, do not incur those charges. So while, you know, this may be the case, we would strongly encourage institutions to try to keep that from happening. 
(Ari Gator):
Okay. Thank you. 

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of Chris Zimmermann. Mr. Zimmermann, your line is open. 
Chris Zimmermann:
Hi. This is Chris Zimmermann from College of Southern Maryland. A follow up question to I think the participant question from earlier. You know, in terms of dual enrollment population, we have a relatively large dual enrollment population currently without this experiment. And it was not our intention to open this experiment up to all of our students potentially, but to try and minimize the number of students that we would potentially invite to participate in this program whether it’s based on their specific program of study or things of that nature. 

I just want to make sure I understand that we as an institution still have the ability to limit the number of students that would be invited to participate in this program. And that we would only need to pay Pell for any amount, you know, and waive the remaining tuition for those students that are invited into this program. It’s not a blanket dual enrollment, correct?

Ian Foss:
While I’m not sure I understand all of the nuances of your question, it’s a good question. We would say effectively you have to choose which arrangements between your institution and high schools that will apply for the experiment. Once you’ve made those choices all students who are enrolled in those high schools must be Pell eligible. So you must make a full determination of their eligibility as you would for any student who enrolled at your institution. 

Now you might have other arrangements with other high schools that you did not choose to include in the dual enrollment experiment. Those students will not be eligible for Pell Grants. So you can make those determinations but once you’ve decided to include one of those arrangements in the experiment, all of those students are Pell eligible. If they’re otherwise eligible. 
Chris Zimmermann:
All of those students would be eligible to participate and if they are eligible for Pell…

Ian Foss:
If they happen to be eligible for Pell, that’s correct. 
Chris Zimmermann:
But if again, we had arrangements with three high schools…

Ian Foss:
Yes.

Chris Zimmermann:
…we’ve decided to one of the high schools wants to participate. You don’t care about the other two. You only care about the one that agrees to participate in this. But within that high school all students that are taking the dual enrollment courses in that high school through our arrangement would be considered eligible for this program, assuming they meet the criteria. 

Ian Foss:
Assuming they meet the criteria, one of which is that they enroll as regular students in your institution. 

Chris Zimmermann:
Right.

Man:
So if they’re not enrolled as regular students, they also wouldn’t be eligible. But that is correct. 

Chris Zimmermann:
Understood. Okay. Thank you. 

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of (Robert Seddy). (Robert Seddy), your line is open.

(Robert Seddy):
You’ve actually I think the previous question answered mine. And I guess our thought was limiting students or zero EFC students or students that fell under the reduced free lunch criteria to maybe be a part of this program and limit them to the program. But I think you answered that already.


I guess we were viewing it from an at-risk type student and assisting them but I think you’ve already answered our question. If you can maybe add on, that’d be good too though. 
Ian Foss:
Yes, there’s no distinction here between what we gave in the prior answer and what we would say here. If the student’s Pell eligible based on, you know, their EFC and all of the other criteria that go into the Pell eligibility and they’re otherwise eligible in this experiment, then you have to give them the Pell Grant that they’re eligible for. 

(Robert Seddy):
Okay thank you. 

Man:
That will kill us. Every (Unintelligible) student, every double EE student. We’re done. We will be taking a loss on every one of them because they will not be highly Pell eligible but they’ll have a…

Woman:
Little bit…

Man:
Little bit…

Man:
Operator, do we have another question? 

Operator:
One moment please for the next question. Our next question actually next comes from the line of (Sue Beck). Ms. (Beck) your line is open.

(Sue Beck):
Okay my question is since all students have to complete a FAFSA and they’re Pell eligible, do we have to complete a verification process before awarding them the Pell? 
Ian Foss:
Yes, you do. 

Ian Foss:
Yes. All normal requirements for Title IV and specifically Pell Grant eligibility apply including verification requirements. 

(Sue Beck):
Okay thank you. 

Yuanxia Ding:
The school that asked the question I think two questions ago just now about whether they could restrict this to certain Pell eligible students and, you know, the implications of that, if you’re unable or unwilling to provide Pell to all of the eligible students based on the requirements of the experiment, including the making sure that they do not have any remaining charges after institutional and state aid is applied -- and that does apply to all of the students that would be eligible in a particular arrangement -- if that’s a problem, you know, you should let us know if you plan to not be in the experiment anymore so that we can make sure that we know that. 

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of (Wesley Armstrong). Ms. (Armstrong) your line is open.
(Wesley Armstrong):
Hi this is (Wes). I’m with Northeast State Community College. You all have mentioned that they’re admitted as regular students. We admit dual enrollment students under basically a dual enrollment code. They are pursuing a degree and can transfer in once they have their high school diploma. It’s more of a formality in a way just marking them as high school students. Is that a problem?

Ian Foss:
While I don’t know the exact framework for how you code your students, the students who are receiving Pell under this experiment have to be fully matriculated at your institution. They have to be regular students as defined in the regs. So you may have to use a different code for these students or you might have to just change the criteria for that code to actually - or upgrade a new code. There could be a lot of different ways to handle this. 


But they do have to be enrolled at your institution, fully enrolled, fully admitted and enrolled as regular students achieving an eligible program. 

(Leslie Armstrong):
Understood. Thank you. 

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of Josh Cobble. Mr. Cobble, your line is open.

Josh Cobble:
Okay hi thank you. I’ve got two questions again. This is Josh Cobble, Cowley College. One, the reporting of low income students that were in the program before, we’ve never had a mechanism besides using financial aid information and they haven’t been eligible. So if you have recommendations on what expectations you have for that type of reporting as well as another question is for students that graduate high school like mid-year in December, are they still eligible or part of the program for aid in January? Do we need to report on those? Or what’s the process for that?

Ian Foss:
So as to the first question, I think we understand the concern. We have one of our reporting experts, (David Rhodes) on the line. I don’t know if he wants to chime in and provide any additional information or any thoughts he has about that question. And then if he does or regardless, I think we’ll need you to repeat your second question. 

(David Rhodes):
About the reporting requirements in the past, we would probably limit the information we caught there because they’re surveys of, you know, counts of numbers of students and kind of the lowest common denominator. So if they already knew sort of the financial wherewithal if you will of those students, I don’t know if all schools would be in that situation. I mean, (unintelligible) they would know if they were eligible for reduced priced lunch.


But the key part that would be missing from previous students is that there would be no reason for those students to have filled out a FAFSA while they’re in high school. And that’s going to be providing the core of the economic background information for the students that are participating in the experiment.  
 


So there simply would not be comparable data for individuals who participated in dual enrollment programs before the experiment. 

Ian Foss:
Thanks, (David). So I mean, like we’ve said before all of this is very much in flux. I think schools will generally have an opportunity to comment on the information that we’ll be asking them to submit to us. And so as we get further along down the road, we’ll sort of communicate with you and try to gather your feedback. 


That being said, I think you had a second question that I think we didn’t fully grasp. So if you could repeat that, I’d appreciate it. 

Josh Cobble:
Sure, yes. Just the process of do we need to report like mid-year graduates like graduating December during the same academic year? Or even kind of the question of before of if they graduate in May and they take classes they’re eligible for aid in the summer, do we have to report on them at that point in time or is that high school graduation date an end of the reporting process?

(David Rhodes):
Right so you’re basically talking about what happens when a participant in the sense graduates out of the experiment because they’ve completed their secondary credential and therefore are eligible for…
Anne Tuccillo:
I think (David), I think that for the annual reporting it’s based on the award year in which they receive the aid. 

(David Rhodes):
Right. So they would be reported as a participant for the semesters or period because they were participants in the…

Anne Tuccillo:
Experiment. 

(David Rhodes):
…experiment, yes. 

Josh Cobble:
Okay. I think that helps. Thank you. 

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of Janice Adams. Ms. Adams, your line is open.

Janice Adams:
Hi. This is Janice Adams at Jackson State again. I think I missed it earlier but can you touch on tuition and fees and whether that includes books or not? I may have missed it. 

Ian Foss:
You’re right. We did have a question about that. It was one that we were unable to answer right now. We’re planning on getting a question sent to us into the ESI mailbox, the Experimental Sites mailbox, so that we can address that. And we’ll post it to our website as a Q&A. And then we’ll also be sure that the answer is disseminated to all schools who are participating in the experiment. 
Janice Adams
Thank you. 

Operator:
Thank you. Our next question comes from the line of (Alfred Win). Mr. (Win) your line is open. 

(Alfred Win):
Hi this is (Alfred Win) from Naugatuck Valley Community College. I thought I had read previously that students need to be getting both high school and college credit for the class. But your presentation earlier seemed to imply that if they’re getting college credit, as long as that’s not interfering with completing their high school degree, then that’s sufficient. Is that correct? 

Ian Foss:
That’s exactly right. The college credit that they’re taking can but does not have to lead to credit at the high school. And you’ll want to be sure that it’s not impeding their progress towards completing high school. 

(Alfred Win):
Okay. Thank you. 

Operator:
Thank you. As of this moment Speakers, we don’t have any questions in queue. But once again if you would like to ask a question, please press Star followed by the number 1. One moment please for the next question. Speakers, we have another question in queue. Our next question comes for the line of Cathy Patella. Ms. Patella your line is open.

Cathy Patella:
Hi. I have a question on I’m assuming that these students are responsible for the college’s satisfactory academic progress as well, that there’s no exception to that or anything like that. 

Ian Foss:
That’s right. Just like verification, you would have to subject these students to your normal satisfactory academic progress policy and whatever that is, these students have to comply with. 

Cathy Patella:
Thank you. 

Operator:
Thank you. Right now Speakers there are no questions in queue. But once again Participants if you still would like to ask a question, please press Star followed by the number 1. One moment please for the next question. At this time Speakers there are no questions in queue. 

Michael Cagle:
Okay. Do I have any of our DC colleagues around the room that have anything to add before we officially end?  
Ian Foss:
No I think that’s it, Michael. Thank you.

Michael Cagle:
Okay. And Anne are you okay out there? 

Anne Tuccillo:
I’m just peachy. Thank you. 

Michael Cagle:
Okay great. Well we appreciate everyone’s attention today and again if you have any questions at all throughout the process of your participation in this experiment, feel free to contact us. We do monitor the ExperimentalSites@ed.gov website daily. So if you have questions, we’ll certainly entertain them that way. 


But again, we welcome you to the experiment and thank you for your participation in the experiment. We thank you for attending the session today. And we hope everyone has a great day. So that is it. 

Operator:
And that concludes today’s conference. Thank you all for participating. You may now disconnect.

END
