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Coordinator:
Welcome and thank you for standing by. At this time participants will be on a listen-only mode until the question and answer portion. If at that time you would like to ask a question press star 1.


Today’s conference is being recorded. If you have any objections please disconnect at this time. And now I’d like to turn the call over to your host today, Ms. (Anne Tuccillo). Ma’am, you may begin.

(Anne Tuccillo):
Thank you very much, Operator. And welcome everybody. We are happy to present this session to you today about Experiment Six. I am joined on the call by my colleague, (Michael Cagle) who’s also going to be co-presenting with me.

Also on the line, I have my colleagues (Barbara Mroz) who’s the Director of the Experimental Sites Initiative, (Warren Farr), (Holly Langer-Evans), and (David Rhodes).

Each of them are going to be available at the conclusion of the session in case you have any questions. And (Mike) and I would ask that you refrain from asking questions until the end of the session because we’ll have a lot of time at the end to answer any question that you may have.


So let’s talk about what Experimental Sites Experiment 6 is all about. Some in the school community believe that the current regulation results in excessive borrowing by some students, especially students attending low cost institutions or perhaps those who might be living at home.

Additionally, with the statutory increases in loan amounts, this provides incentives for students to attend a low cost institution and in some instances receive a cash disbursement of federal grant and loan funds in excess of institutional charges.

While this is not anything that’s out of regulatory compliance it may cause a situation where students may borrow more than they need.


Schools participating in Experiment 6 will test to see if the waivers from specific regulations as they pertain to reductions in unsubsidized direct loan amounts and reductions in the student’s eligibility for unsubsidized direct loans provide quantitative data to recommend change in the statutory requirements for all Title IV schools.


So let move on to Slide 3, please. So talking a little bit more about Experiment 6 as an overview, in an effort to address this issue the Department along with members of the school community developed Experiment 6, which is entitled as you saw on the intro slide -- Direct Loan Program: Limiting Unsubsidized Loan Amounts, specifically over Borrowing.

And this experiment contains three options to test. Presently Section 479D of the Higher Education Act as amended provides that institutions may only reduce the amount of a student’s direct loan eligibility on a case by case documented basis. The focus of this presentation will be to discuss the one option that currently has participants. And again, that would be the over borrowing portion of Experiment 6.


Let’s move on to Slide 4. So what are we going to cover today? And here you see our agenda. During today’s webinar our agenda will cover three specific areas.

First, we will discuss and review Experiment 6, emphasizing the over borrowing component. Second, we will discuss how to implement the experiment at your school. And third, we will show you the resources on the experimental sites website.

I’m going to cover the first portion of the presentation and (Mike) will take over and talk specifically more about the reporting requirements and go into the experimental sites website and demo it for you.


But before we begin, since we like to keep our presentations a little interactive, we’re going to put up a polling slide. And really what we’d like to do is just get an idea of what is the status of your experimental sites initiative participation in regards to this experiment.

And you’ll see we have three choices. And we just ask that you select one that appropriately represents where you are with this particular experiment.


Red, we have your institution as submitted an application to participate in Experiment 6 but has not yet decided to participate. The blue is your institution has recently signed and submitted the amendment to the program participation agreement. And yellow, your institution plans to participate but has not submitted its PPA.


So we see we got - looks like we have a majority of people responding to blue, that they have recently signed and submitted the amendment to the program participation agreement. Well, that’s really good. That means you're well poised to implement the experiment at your institution. Very good, thanks for your response.

(Mike), if we can go back now to the presentation and move on to Slide 5 to talk a little bit more about over borrowing?

This experiment, the over borrowing portion addresses, as I mentioned, over borrowing and it would allow an institution to establish a written policy where it would for students enrolled in a particular education program or some other categorical basis such as a first time freshmen or students living at home just as examples, that would allow the school to reduce by at least $2,000 the amount of unsubsidized direct loan that the otherwise eligible student would receive or eliminate the unsubsidized loan - direct loan completely.


Now we want to point that there are cases that the student’s eligibility for an unsubsidized direct loan may be less than $2,000. In such cases you can eliminate the unsubsidized direct loan completely in those particular instances.


Let’s move on to Slide 6. And in our previous webinars, when we’ve talked about other experiments we like to give our participants an idea of what the selection process entails. So let’s take a few minutes and talk about it.


When FSA determines the eligibility of a school to participate in the experimental sites initiative we look at past Title IV compliance and take that into account in the screening process.

And you’ll see in the top part of the slide that there’s - the considerations in screening which is the past compliance and some thought is given into school diversity to make sure we have a well represented group of schools who are testing this particular - or involved in this particular experiment.


What we want to also emphasize is once we have done that screening process we would like - the school cAnneot begin disbursing aid under this particular experiment until a number of things have been completed. The school receives the initial invitation from federal student aid. The school has to accept that invitation.

And then a school official signs and returns the required amendment to the program participation agreement. Those three things have to happen in - before a school can begin their work on implementing this particular experiment.

We want to also remind you that for those of who have not yet submitted your signed PPA that you must use a courier service such as UPS or Federal Express to send your signed PPA to the department rather than the US Postal Service.


Once we receive that federal student aid sends the school a countersigned amendment to the PPA. And then the school must then keep that countersigned PPA on file at all times.


Let’s move on to Slide 7, please. On this slide we present the exemption that your school is exempt from and it kind of is the basis and the foundation for this particular experiment. Institutions selected for this experiment will be exempt from the statutory and regulatory provisions that are outlined on this slide.


One of the things that we can’t emphasize enough and we want you to remember is that all Title IV regulations other than the specific exemptions of the applicable experiment apply at all experimental site schools.

For example, satisfactory academic progress, student eligibility, consumer information, and so on; all of those requirements must still be met by each institution. The only exemption that you have and you’re allowed from is the exemption that you see here on this slide.


Let’s go on to Slide 8. Talking a little bit more about the responsibilities of what the experiment entails and the other offices that might be involved in helping implement this experiment and the emphasis on administrative capability is very important as well.


Implementing the experiments will require coordination amongst various offices on your campus. Although schools are exempt from certain parts of the regulations remember as we said before, you’re required to adhere to all other Title IV requirements.

Offices that you might be working with will include possibly the business office, your president’s office, communications office, a variety of offices. I believe primarily we probably have a good number of schools or participants on this call who are in the financial aid office but it takes a wide - you know, a team to help implement this experiment.


It’s important to establish processes to develop your policies and procedures regarding implementing Experiment 6. You want to ensure that you are in compliance with both federal and institutional policies.


Now one of the things we want to also emphasize is that if anyone dealing with the experiments has a question we really want to be able to assist you. So please submit the questions to the experimental sites mailbox. The contact information for the experimental sites mailbox will be provided at the end of this session.


So once again, just to get an idea of who is - where you’re working on your campus, we’re going to put up a polling slide. And we just would like for you to give us an indication of where you work at your school, at the financial aid office, we have the business office, we have the president’s office.

We have other which might indicate there are other offices involved or perhaps we have other people from the school community who are - who have also joined the call.


But it looks like, as I thought, we have a majority of the folks on the call who are in the financial aid office, very good. Thanks for taking the time to respond.


So at this point, I’m going to turn over the call to (Mike) and (Mike) actually takes on all the hard stuff. So at this point I’m going to let him proceed, thanks.

(Michael Cagle):
Okay, thank you, (Anne). And what I’d like to do now is go right on to Slide 9. And let’s talk a little bit about the over borrowing component because that’s really basically what this experiment covers.

And (Anne) had mentioned over borrowing component in an earlier slide but there’s really been a lot of discussion about whether there really is a connection between the increase of loan limits and student’s access to and completion of their educational program.


So one of the things to remember about this experiment that’s really important is that the data that we collect from schools participating in this experiment will hopefully provide us some additional insight into the effect of the lowered loan limits for some of these students.

And so your - as you're just starting to develop your groups of students that you might want to give the lower amounts, you need to keep that in mind that hopefully we can use this information to help make changes in the future. And that’s really what it’s all about.


All right, let’s move on to Slide 10. We do have some great resources available to you and we developed some action plans. So for those schools that have actually been involved in some of the other experiments you know that there are action plans out there.

And we do plan to show you the action plan later on in this session when we look at the ESI website. But this action plan is extremely helpful and we hope it will help you track the status of the implementation of your experiment at your particular school.


And we really want you to pay close attention to that second box, the second box on the action plan. And that’s where we talk about updating your consumer information.


It’s important because participating schools must inform their students and prospective students that your school is participating in the experiment. And that your school may establish maximum loan limits for certain groups or for unsubsidized loans that are less than the statutory minimums.

And why is this important? It’s important really because we do realize that participating schools might encounter some unhappy students.

Maybe there are students that know that what their maximum amount of loan eligibility is. Those students might be unhappy and if they’re included in your groups that are subject to reduced loan limits they might be complaining to you or upper management.

So you need to really have a process in place where you educate students to let them know that they may be in an experiment and they may not be able to receive the full amounts.


And to avoid surprises you need to really update your consumer information. And we can’t emphasize that enough. But this particular form, the action plan, is available on our ESI website like mentioned.

And we will go out live in a couple of minutes and show you that and where you can access these action plans. But they’re here to help you.


Let’s move on now and talk about - on Slide 11 and talk about the categories for the targeted areas for reduced loans.


So who are you going to include as part of this experiment? And you might be asking yourself, who do I select and what do we consider a group? On the screen here you can see some examples. And again, these are just examples that you might want to include.

And they would include, for example, maybe first year students living at home. Maybe you might want to include fifth year seniors or maybe there’s certain majors or programs of study and these are just to name a few.


So we’ve provided you with some examples here on the screen. But the key is that you get to decide as a school who you select. But you really should do so with a couple of components in mind.

First of all, you should consider borrowers who are having their loans reduced for the same reasons and borrowers who are - or I guess, borrowers who are having their loans reduced by the same or similar amounts. So you need to keep those two components in mind.


But I think the key here is it’s up to you as a school to determine the groups. But once you determine who those groups are it’s - as I mentioned previously, there are students that might not be happy and the more you work to prepare those students for this change hopefully you will reduce the amount of complaints that you get.


Because remember, if a student falls into one of the groups where they get the reduced loan amounts you can’t award that student a higher amount. And so that’s really important. But establishing your groups, it’s extremely important and we provide this slide to give you some ideas.


Let’s take a couple of minutes to do another polling slide here. How many groups has your school established for over borrowing? If you’ve done any yet? Do you plan on doing one or two? Perhaps three or four? Four or five? Maybe even five or six? Some schools might do greater than six.

And then there are a lot of you that probably haven’t established any groups yet and that’s fine, at least you have some information to go about establishing those groups. But that gives us a general idea of where we are and it looks like a lot of you have a one or two groups about - maybe 57% to 60%. And the rest of you have not established any groups yet.


Okay, great. And I’ve shown that on the slide so you can kind of get a general idea of where you stand compared to your colleagues there. But the majority of you are in the one to two category there.

All right, thank you for participating in that. Let’s go back to the slide presentation. And let’s move on to Slide 12.


Okay, on Slide 12 here we’re showing you some examples for your treatment and comparison groups. And this particular table provides you examples of the options for Experiment 6 and it also provides examples of the types of students that might comprise a treatment and comparison group.


Now these are just examples. You get to identify the groups at your school. What’s important to note is that the comparison group must include the same type of applicant as the treatment group and also schools should be mindful of the number of treatment groups to make sure the process is manageable.

But no matter what your targeted group, you had these type of applicants in the previous year. So you would report the same statistics on both groups so we can see the effect of the experiment. And you can see on the screen here, we provided you with a few examples. And the first one there is reduced loan amounts maybe based on a defined group like maybe first year students living at home.

And your comparison group would be the prior year applicants in the same defined group. The second example for a treatment group might be loans available based on a defined group like second year students living off campus. Again, your comparison group would be the prior applicants in the same defined group.


And then a third example here for a treatment group might be reduced loans based on specific defined groups like students enrolled in a specific program like we mentioned earlier. Again, your comparison group would be your prior year applicants in the same defined group.

And I think the key here is once you have your treatment groups and your comparison groups you just need to make sure that you develop these groups and that you have both a treatment and a comparison.

And again, you get to decide and we’re just providing you some examples of how you might want to - once you determine your groups you need to make sure you have a treatment and comparison group.

If you have questions about this process as you're getting - as you’re starting to develop these groups feel free to let us know and we’d be happy to walk you through the process and help you out.


Let’s go on to Slide 13. And let’s talk about maintaining applicant level data because this is really important to the success of the experiment. On the screen we did provide - or we have provided the demographic data that you must document for the students in the target and control groups.


You need to collect the information that you see right here on the slide and the succeeding slides as well. But keep in mind that you’re already likely collecting this type of information for all your applicants so this really shouldn’t be a lot of extra work for your school.


But the demographic fields that you’re going to include will include the name, the social security number, as well as the date of birth, the year in school, the dependency status, the PELL eligibility, and what we mean by PELL eligibility is if the student is PELL eligible or not, the total title IV cost of attendance as well as the total direct institutional costs, and the expected family contribution or the EFC.


Now a couple of other things that schools - you’re going to also be required to document and report the amount of the loan reduction for each applicant in the target group and that’s important as well. Those are some of the demographic fields that you must document for the students in the target and control groups.


Let’s move on to Slide 14. And let’s review some of the financial aid award fields that you must document for both the target and comparison groups as well.

Now the award fields that you see on the screen here include the federal PELL grant and the federal work study, federal SEOG, the direct subsidized loans, and the direct unsubsidized loans, as well as a direct plus loan for parents and the direct plus loans for the graduate students.

It also includes the fields non-federal loans to parents as well as non-federal loans to students. And any state grants, institutional grants, and scholarships or other gift aid the student received.

Again, those last two things that schools are also being required to report the amount of the reduced unsubsidized loan as well as the school’s reason for reducing the unsubsidized amount.

So it’s going to be really important that once you establish those groups that you make sure that you document what your reason is for reducing the unsubsidized loan amounts and what that group is and maybe the definition of the amount of the unsubsidized loan that you’re going to be reducing as well. Really important as you get into the reporting cycle.


Let’s move on to Slide 15. And let’s review some of the academic data that you’re going to be required to report on. Now the academic information fields will include whether the applicant is enrolled and that particular field is a yes or no field.

The year in the program, the cumulative credits and/or clock hours attempted, and the cumulative credits and/or clock hours completed; the measure of the academic performance that is used, and in most cases this will be the GPA but whatever measure you use for SAP is what you’d report; and then whether the applicant enrolled in the subsequent year, and that's also a yes or no field; and if the applicant successfully completed the program. And that’s a yes or no field as well. 
And if they actually are still enrolled you could still - you’d be able to report that as well. So the program field is a yes or no field or if the applicant’s still enrolled you would report they’re still enrolled. You also report any credential earned by the applicant.


Again, this is information that you already likely have available to you and you’re already collecting so this shouldn’t be difficult for you to provide.


Okay, let’s move on to Slide 16 and talk about the Anneual reporting requirements. There will be the Anneual reporting requirements to federal student aid and federal student aid is going to require both narrative and descriptive reporting for each experiment.

Now schools will report the aggregate level information on students affected by the experiment and students in the comparison group separately. And schools will also submit upon request by FSA a description of the policies and procedures determined - that you determined your reduced loan eligibility.


So your policies and procedures are important, not only so that you can operate but also so - in case FSA asks for that.


More information about this process and the reporting requirements will be provided in future training and communications with schools. But just be aware and based on the prior slides as well, that there’s information that you need to make sure that you have available once the reporting cycle is open.

All right, let’s move on to Slide 17 and talk about the ESI website. Now we want to visit that website here in a minute but let’s take a little bit of time - hopefully many of you have already seen this website and have already visited. Some of you may not have. Some of you may not have even realized it was there.


But if you didn’t - have not visited it, you know, it’s a great opportunity for you to go out there and see the great resources that we have available for you. Let’s take a quick poll here, have you visited the ESI website?

If you have, great. If you have not, that’s fine too because if you haven’t then you’re going to learn some more information and we’re going to recommend that you go there and visit it. Some of you didn’t even know there was a website and now you will.

Regardless of what you select here we think that we’re going to show you some information that would be beneficial to you as you’re administering this particular experiment as well as any others.


So that’s great, I really appreciate your giving us that feedback. But it looks like we have quite a few of you who have not seen the website so you're in for a real treat.

And for those of you who have seen it we - you might learn something new because we do update this site regularly and as things change and as things become more relevant, especially as we get into the reporting cycle, this website will be extremely helpful to you.

So let’s go back to the slide presentation and let’s talk a little bit about that website. The first thing, the ExperimentalSites.ED.gov is how you get there. It’s pretty simple to get there but once you get there it might be helpful for you to bookmark it.

But what’s on that website? It’s very well organized. There are four different tabs that have a wealth of information behind each of those tabs. The content available would include things like how to apply for an experiment, the screening and approval process, the implementation of an experiment, as well as the reporting requirements.


You can also find the latest training and when we say training it would be like the training you’re at today. This will be recorded so you will be able to look at this recording any time you’d like or listen to the recording or maybe staff members that weren’t able to attend today will be able to listen at their leisure as well.


There’s also past training available on that training link in case you want training from some of the other experiments.


There’s also a listing of all the experiments that are currently out there as well as a listing of all the current participants. And so if you're curious about the different participants that are in Experiment 6 as well you’ll be able to find that on this website.


But in particular, as we mentioned earlier, we do want you to access those action plans because they are designed to assist you with managing your Experiment 6. And you can locate those plans under the implement an experiment tab, and it’s that second link there - that first link, the action plans.


Now what I’d like to do is quickly go out live and just kind of show you how easy it is to navigate this site and the great information that’s out there. So I’m going to take a couple of minutes and just share my desktop with you. And we’ll go right out to the website.


So now what you see on Slide 17 is the actual live site that you see right here now, it looks identical. And there - it’s really easy to navigate. The first little tab here is how to apply. It includes the federal register notice as well as how you apply to participate as well as the information about the screening and approval process. So that’s a great tab as well.


We also have the implement and experiment tab and again, that is where you would find the action plans.

And when you click on action plans you can see we have some action plans for all the experiments, in particular - for this particular Experiment 6, when you click on it, it will bring up an action plan that provides you with some great information and provides you with a process to help you as you’re administering the requirements for experimental sites, as you're determining your groups, as you’re, you know, awarding the students and as you're dealing with consumer information.

It gives you information in a status in a Word document that helps you as you go along with this process. And as you can see on the screen, once you get to that it gives you the project lead. It also tells you the exemptions that you have, reminds you of those exemptions.

And it provides you with specific actions and it gives you an opportunity to provide the status. It also gives you some resources as well. So these action plans are extremely important and they’re helpful to you and they’re available to you on the QA website.


There’s also a - like I said, action plans for all the other experiments as well. And as things change and as we learn things from you those action plans will be revised accordingly as we go through the process and so that’s a good idea.

Always a good idea for you to come back and take a look at - periodically and come back and take a look at these experiments and this particular action plan as well as the website.


So let’s take a close look back now. We’re going to go ahead and click that home button and it will take us back to the home page. And now you can see that we have action plans. We also have the training.

And if you click on the training button it will bring you to the different trainings that we’ve had. Again, this training that you’re listening to now will be on there. You can also have - there are different Q&As. They’re Q&As that are related to each experiment and as we get questions and answers asked by and answered by the Department we post these here as well by experiment.

And so if you do have a question it might be beneficial for you to come out and take a look at some of these questions that have been asked because it might be related to the one that you're asking as well. So those are all there by experiment.

We also have a list of the experiments - and like I said, they list - the list of the participants. And you can click on those links and it will bring you to all the list of the experiments. Now keep in mind that this may not be totally up to date because we only will post the names of the schools once they have returned their signed PPA and it’s countersigned.


And then we have the ESI reporting tab here, the fourth tab, and that's going to become even more important as we get into the reporting cycle. I think the key here is that we do have a site and for some of you who have never seen it we hope that you’ll bookmark it.

And for those of you who have seen it we hope that you’ll continue to visit because we do update it. It’s just a great resource for you and it’s easy to navigate. And so we hope that you’ll use that site.


Let’s go back now to the PowerPoint presentation and put some closure on this and open it up for questions. Again, bookmark that site on Slide 17 and for easy reference so that you can access it later on.


On Slide 18 we do provide our contact information. There’s both, myself, as well as (Annee). And you can get to the ESI website or the ESI experimental sites at ED.gov as well.


But if you do have any questions I think the key is that we are here to help you. We want to make sure that we make this process as easy as possible. We do appreciate your participation in this experiment and we think it will be beneficial we don’t want you to be overwhelmed.

We want to let you know that we are here to help you and that this will be a great experiment and we appreciate your participation. But the key is that we are here to help so feel free to contact us at any time with your questions. And we give you different options on how you can contact us.


With that in mind, I would like to turn it over now for questions and we are available now for questions. And so if the operator can come back on the line?

Coordinator:
Yes, sir, thank you. At this time...

(Michael Cagle):
And help us get the lines opened for those who have questions.

Coordinator:
Thank you, sir. At this time if you would like to ask a question please press star 1.

(Michael Cagle):
Is the operator on yet?

Woman:
Can you hear me?

(Anne Tuccillo):
Yes, (Mike), the operator is on.

Coordinator:
Yes, thank you. At this time, if you would like to ask a question please press star 1 and record your name. once again, to ask a question please press star 1.

(Michael Cagle):
(Anne)?

Coordinator:
One moment for questions.

(Anne Tuccillo):
(Mike), I hear you. You don’t hear the operator?

Coordinator:
And the first question comes from (Tony). Your line is opened.

Coordinator:
This is an operator, did you need assistance?

(Michael Cagle):
(Holly), (David), (Anne), is anybody else on?

(Anne Tuccillo):
I can hear. Can you hear me? Hello?
Coordinator:
Sir, everyone can hear me, right, Christal?

Christal Simms:
Yes, we can hear you.

Coordinator:
Okay, yes, so there must be issues on his end because he can’t hear me. Everyone else - (Holly), (Anne), you can hear me?

(Anne Tuccillo):
Yes, I can.

((Crosstalk))

Coordinator:
You heard me give instructions for questions a couple times, right?

Man:
Yes.

Coordinator:
Okay. Is (Michael) the one that’s going to answer questions or...

(Anne Tuccillo):
All of us can answer.

Coordinator:
Okay, great, because we do have a question. It comes from (Tony). Your line is open.

(Tony):
Okay, here’s my question. Can you hear me?

(Anne Tuccillo):
Yes.

(Tony):
Okay, will there be a template provided for the...

(Anne Tuccillo):
Yes, there will be. The reporting template I believe is just - is in the clearance process or is in development. (David), if you want to add more to that go ahead, please.

Okay, (Tony), there will be a template provided and there will be specific - either we’ll do a webinar or we’ll provide specific guidance on how you're supposed to fill that out when the time is - in preparation for you to fill it out. So there will be plenty of lead time for you to learn more about it.

(Tony):
Okay, thanks very much.

(Anne Tuccillo):
You're welcome, thank you.

Barbara:
(Anne), this is (Barbara). (Tony), are you - did you participate in 12 13? In the year 12 13 in this experiment?

(Tony):
No, we did not.

Barbara:
Okay.

Coordinator:
And once again, if you would like to ask a question please press star 1. And one moment. And the next question comes from (Pat). Your line is opened.

(Pat):
Hi, we participated in an experimental site project a few years ago for several years. Since the control group is prior year before we go into is this a one-year experiment?

Because then we would lose our control group or do we keep going back - is this intended to go more than one year or not?

(Anne Tuccillo):
For this - (David), are you on the line? We seem to be having problems getting the staff to be able to hear the questions.

(Pat), when you’re talking about establishing your target group and your comparison group, is your question about whether or not, you know - if you have, let’s say, this year your - one of your groups is first time freshman, okay.

So that’s your group - your target group. You're still going to have a group from the previous award year that would be first time freshman and that would be your comparison group.

(Pat):
Right.

(Anne Tuccillo):
So for this year that’s what you’re looking at. Does that answer your question?

(Pat):
Well, for this year that works because those students would have received the maximum loan. But if the project goes more than one year then next year the prior year group would have been in the experiment and not received the maximum loan so it wouldn’t be a control group. That’s what we’re kind of confused about.

(Anne Tuccillo):
No, the experiment is slated to go for more than one year and I’m not sure if the website already addresses these. (David Rhodes) is our analyst and I know he has answered this question before.

(Pat):
Okay.

((Crosstalk))

(Anne Tuccillo):
(Unintelligible) or we will get back with you.

(Pat):
Thanks.

Coordinator:
I’m trying to get (David) back on the line.

(Anne Tuccillo):
Okay.
Coordinator:
Ready for the next question?

(Anne Tuccillo):
Sure.

Woman:
Just - excuse me for one moment, (David) is trying to call back in. I just got a message from him.

Coordinator:
(David)’s line is open.

(Anne Tuccillo):
(David), are you there? (David)?

(Michael Cagle):
Can you guys hear me?

(Anne Tuccillo):
Yes.

(Michael Cagle):
Okay, good, you never know.

(Anne Tuccillo):
I know - well, (David), I’m trying to get (David) on the line and he’s not there. But why don’t we proceed.
Coordinator:
Thank you. The next question is from (Brian Hinneman). Your line is open.

(Brian Hinneman):
Hi, this is (Brian). When will the first report be do?

(Warren Farr):
Hi, (Brian). This is (Warren Farr). The first report will be do for schools that are participating in their first year in 13 14 will be fall of 2014. We’ll let you know when that time comes and we’ll help you and provide some guidance as we go along on what you should be keeping track of as you implement the experiment this year.

(Brian Hinneman):
Okay, we participated first in 12 13 so - okay.

(Warren Farr):
Okay, if you participated in 12 13 and we plan on releasing the first version of the reporting tool this fall. We don’t have an exact date yet but once we do have an exact date of when the release will be we will let you know.

(Brian Hinneman):
Thank you.

(Warren Farr):
And you’ll have about - you’ll have about 90 days to complete that reporting template and we’ll be here to help you out with that.

(Brian Hinneman):
Okay.

(David Rhodes):
This is (David Rhodes). Just to sort of extend on the discussion of the template, what the template will do - we’ll ask you to report for all the students that are in a certain group that are in the same year of school.

Man:
You need to have a (unintelligible) so that we...

(Anne Tuccillo):
Could you please put your phone on mute whoever’s talking?

(David Rhodes):
Can you hear me?
(Anne Tuccillo):
I can, yes.

(David Rhodes):
So the template - we’ll basically ask every school to report out by the separate reasons why you’re reducing loan eligibility. You’ll report all those statistics.

When (mike) showed you those fields that were on those demographic slides - demographic information, you report out for that group so then they can see how that would affect - how the reduced eligibility affected peoples’ decision to enter your programs and how it affected their ability to complete their programs.


There was a question before I got cut off about asking for prior year data. You only provide the prior year data the first year you have a group so usually for most schools that will be only their first year participation.

They report both on that year of participation and the prior year after that. But if you add a new group going forward then you would add prior year data for that new group that maybe would happen, say, Year 4 or whatever.

(Anne Tuccillo):
And this question is answered on the website in the general question section as well.

(Brian Hinneman):
Are we able to add a second group as (David) implied?

(David Rhodes):
Yes, you're able to add a second group, a third group, as you move forward in the experiment. But every time you add a new group then you have the obligation to report on the prior year for that group if that makes sense.
Coordinator:
Ready for the next question?
(Anne Tuccillo):
Sure.

Coordinator:
Thank you, the next question is from (Kathy). Your line is open.

(Kathy):
Yes, I noticed that you’ve got the three categories targeted, like the first year students, fifth year seniors, certain majors. Is that limited just to those three targeted groups? Or are we able to kind of make up our own groups?

(Anne Tuccillo):
Those are just examples, (Kathy).

(Kathy):
Okay, so these are just examples.

(Anne Tuccillo):
Yes, just examples.

(Kathy):
Put something together on our regardless.

(Anne Tuccillo):
Correct.

(Kathy):
Okay.
Coordinator:
No further questions at this time.
(Anne Tuccillo):
Hello?

(Michael Cagle):
Hello?

Coordinator:
There are no questions at this time - no further questions.

(Anne Tuccillo):
Okay, (Mike), do we want to - you know, conclude the session?

(Michael Cagle):
Yes, that - if anybody has any further questions they can always contact us on the ESI mailbox or contact both (Anne) or myself. Sorry about the confusion that’s gone on with the disconnections here and we appreciate your patience as we went through this.


Hopefully - like I said, if you have questions feel free to give us a call. We’re always there to help you and we do appreciate you listening today. Go ahead.

Coordinator:
Excuse me, we do have another question that came up. Would you like to take it?

(Michael Cagle):
Okay.

Coordinator:
Thank you. Our next question is from (Pat). Your line is open.

(Pat):
That’s okay. We answered it. I was just asking if the PowerPoint would be available after the webinar.

(Anne Tuccillo):
Yes, it will be posted to the ESI website as soon as we get the transcript available. And we did send out the slides as well through our communication with everybody who wanted to attend the webinar.

(Michael Cagle):
Right.

(Anne Tuccillo):
Did you get the slides, (Pat)?

(Pat):
Yes, we did, thank you.

(Anne Tuccillo):
Okay.

(Michael Cagle):
Okay, good. Yes, this recording will also be posted along with the slides shortly after - hopefully in the next few days. So Operator, do we have any other questions or are we set?
Coordinator:
No further questions at this time.

(Michael Cagle):
Okay, great. So if you do have any questions, like I said, feel free to give us a call. We’re here to help you make sure that the experiment is successful. And we appreciate your attendance today and we wish you a great day and good luck with the experiment. Thank you everyone.

Coordinator:
Thank you for participating in today’s conference call. You may now disconnect.
END

