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Limited Direct Assessment (LDA)
Provides flexibility for an institution to provide a mix of direct assessment coursework and credit or clock hour coursework in the same program.
Waivers(s): HEA section 481(b)(4) and 34 CFR 668.10(a)(1); 34 CFR 668.10(g)(2). Note: Not exempt from 34 CFR 668.10(a)(3)(iii) 
To assist you with implementing, tracking, reporting and reporting the progress of the experiment, we provide guidance in the following action plan:
Project Lead:

	Action
	Status

	Program Participation Agreement (PPA)
	

	· Signed PPA on file

· Attend available training webinars

· Train applicable staff at institution
	

	Consumer Information
	

	· Identify all consumer information documents and web pages that require updates.
· Schedule changes
· Make changes
	

	Establish record keeping system to support evaluation 
	

	· Create and maintain a database containing the information requested for the evaluation of the experiment
	

	Policies and Procedures
	

	· Identify policies and procedures affected by the experiment and update procedures to describe the experimental design and process
· This experiment includes two sets of waivers and modifications. The first set allows the institution to offer partial direct assessment programs and the other allows the institution to offer remedial coursework using direct assessment.

· The institution has implemented at least one set of waivers and modifications for this experiment. Your institution has implemented:
· Partial Direct Assessment
· Remedial coursework using Direct Assessment

· Both

· Partial Direct Assessment:
· The institution provides Title IV student assistance funds to students enrolled in a program where students’ academic progress is measured using direct assessment for some coursework and credit or clock hours for other coursework within the same program.  The two different methods for measuring a student’s progress may occur at the same time or at different times within the same program, academic year, or payment period.
· LDA consisting of less than 50% direct assessment coursework:  If the institution offers programs consisting of less than 50 percent direct assessment, it has developed procedures to address the following:
· Institution follows  procedures outlined in the DCL GEN 13-10 to apply to the Department to offer LDA programs
· Institution  reports all of the LDA programs on the E-App with the notation “-LDA” in the title of each program

· Institution  reports changes to a direct assessment program that has already has been approved by FSA 

	

	Action
	Status

	Policies and Procedures (continued)
	

	· Accrediting agency includes  all programs in the institution’s grant of accreditation and recognizes programs as CBE programs 

· Institution may submit single application for all programs if the same direct assessment coursework is applied to all programs

· Institution includes short narrative explanation of the institution’s financial aid procedures would change as a result of the institution’s implementation of direct assessment coursework
· Accrediting agency provides approval of the institution’s general approach for determining credit or clock hour equivalency for each LDA program 
· LDA Program consisting of 50% or more direct assessment coursework. If the institution offers programs consisting of 50 percent or more direct assessment coursework, it has developed procedures to address the following:
· Institution follows procedures outlined in DCL GEN 13-10 to apply to the Department to offer LDA programs
· Institution reports all LDA programs on the E-App with the notation “-LDA” in the title of each program
· Institution provides to the Department a comprehensive description of the institution’s financial aid procedures for each LDA program
· Institution reports changes to a direct assessment program that has already has been approved by FSA 
· Accrediting agency  provides specific approval for each program
· Accrediting agency provides approval of the institution’s specific approach for determining credit or clock hour equivalency for each program
· Remedial Coursework Using Direct Assessment:

· If your institution offers remedial coursework where students’ academic progress is measured using direct assessment, it must inform the Department of that remedial coursework, including a description of the methodology used to determine the number of credit or clock hours to which the remedial coursework is equivalent.
· Institutions will provide this information through the normal data collection process under the experiment.

	

	Systems
	

	· Identify affected institutional systems such as  processing and disbursement 

· Plan for and make needed adjustments
	

	Impact on other Offices
	

	· Coordinate with other institutional offices and staff such as financial aid office, bursar, registrar, academics, and accrediting agency  in order to successfully administer the experiments
	

	Reporting & Evaluation
	

	· Participating institutions will be required to submit a narrative description and evaluation of their implementation of the experiment.  The survey will include:

i. Background information on the LDA Programs

ii. Report identifiers and other data for students enrolled in the LDA Programs
	


Helpful resources when revising policies and procedures:
Link to ESI Q & A[image: image1.png]
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