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Coordinator:
Welcome and thank you for standing by. At this time, all participants are in a listen only mode. During the Q&A session, you may press star 1 on your touchtone phone, if you would like to ask a question.

Today's conference is being recorded and if you have any objections you may disconnect at this time. Now I would like to turn the meeting over to your host, Ms. Anne Tuccillo. You may now begin.

Anne Tuccillo.:
Thank you (Melanie). Good afternoon and welcome to the Prior Learning Assessment training. As (Melanie) mentioned my name is Anne Tuccillo, and I'm one of your trainers today.

I will be turning the presentation over in a few minutes to David Musser, who will be carrying the weight of this presentation, but before we begin I'd like to go over a few housekeeping items regarding the Microsoft Live Meeting classroom that we're in.

You all should have received a copy of today's PowerPoint presentation. If not, you can access it right here from this classroom, the MLM Training Site, buy clicking on the handout icon that you will see in the upper right hand corner of your screen. It looks like three sheets of paper.

What you need to do is just click on that and then you can download the materials to use during the training session. I would also like to ask each of you to hold your questions to the end of the presentation today and not to use the Q&A feature that's part of the Microsoft Live Meeting classroom.

This way we can record all the questions and answers and type them up and place them out on our ESI Website after the session. The operator will facilitate the call for us and also the Q&A portion of the call.

Thank you all for your understanding regarding this particular request and let's get going with this Webinar. So we're going to go on to Slide number 2, and just show you what our agenda is today. And there's three main points that we hope to accomplish today.

First, we'd like to provide an overview of the prior learning assessment experiment. And then secondly, we want to talk about the implementation of the experiment and then third, and finally, evaluation and reporting. So those are the three objectives that we hope to accomplish today.

And then just on to Slide number 3, just a little bit about the responsibilities of institutional offices. Implementing the experiments will require coordination amongst various offices on your campus.

Although schools are exempted from certain parts of the regulations, you are required to adhere to all other Title IV requirements. Institutions should view participating in the experimental sites initiative as a collaborative effort, one that will mean working with other offices at your institution.


Such as the financial aid office, business office, faculty, the registrar, admissions, communications and the President's office. You may also have other offices on your campus that you will work with.

Other groups you may partner with will be your accrediting agency, vendors, state agencies and other policy stakeholders. You can see the administrative capability regulation on the screen.

That is the regulation that requires institutions, not just the financial aid staff, to craft policies that are compliant with federal laws and regulations. These experiments are no exception.

It is vitally important that you develop and carefully document your policies and procedures related to this experiment. You want to ensure that you are in compliance with both federal and institutional policies. Administrating federal student aid is an institutional responsibility.

If you are not a financial aid staff member, remember that talking with the financial aid office can assist with the application and approval process for the experiment. They area well versed on federal aid regulations.

So with that, I am going to turn it over to David Musser, who's going to start talking about the objectives of the experiment.

David Musser:
All right. Thank you Anne. So let's start out with a review of the Department's objective for the experiment and this Slide number 4. In this experiment the Department hopes to learn how allowing the cost of prior learning assessment to be included in a student's of attendance, assess the student's total education cost.


And the time it takes them to complete a program. We're also interested to learn more about the type of prior learning assessments that studenst take, how much they cost and how much credit they actual earn through those prior learning assessments.

Remember that this experiment was designed with specific requirements to enable the Department to achieve these objectives. Also remember that participation in this experiment will mean following the specific waivers set up in your program participation agreement amendment.


Not necessarily the ones that you've described in a proposal to the Department. We'll go on to Slide 5. So there are some requirements that all institutions must meet in order to participate in the prior learning assessments.

First and foremost, the school must include the cost of prior learning assessments in students' cost of attendance. Then in order for a given assessment to be eligible for the experiment, the institution must provide academic credit to a student when the student successfully demonstrates prior learning through the assessment.

The prior learning assessment may be offered by the institution, or it may be offered by an outside entity. But in either case, an institution must clearly disclose to the students that successful completion of the assessment will result in one or more credits toward one or more programs eligible for federal student aid.

We'll go on to the next slide. And now we're on Slide number 6. So let's review a little bit about what this experiment changes about federal student aid rules. If you look on the boxes on your left, you see the current rules.

So under the current rules, costs for prior learning assessments may not be included in a student's cost of attendance because there's no cost of attendance category that can accommodate those costs. And then if you look on the right hand box, you'll see how the experiment changes the rules.

Under the experiment, costs for prior learning assessments must be incorporated into a student's cost of attendance, and a student may therefore use federal aid to cover those costs. Please note that this wouldn't ordinarily lead to additional aid for the student.

It would only allow the student to use existing aid to cover expenses for prior learning assessments, so there are some limited circumstances where the student may receive a bit more aid based on an increased cost of attendance.

Funds available for prior learning assessments in most cases will come out of what the student would otherwise receive as a refund for living expenses. Separately from this, this experiment also allows an institution to consider the time and effort that a student spends in more rigorous prior learning assessments.


And incorporate up to three credit hours into a student's Pell enrollment status based on that preparation. And when we say, rigorous prior learning assessments, we mean things generally like portfolio reviews in which the student may spend substantial time and effort compiling a portfolio of past learning in order to present that for academic credit.

This particular change could actually increase the amount Pell grant funds that a student receive under the experiment. And we'll describe a little bit more about that in just a moment. But there is an important caveat to this.

Any additional Pell Grant funds that a student receives for these as extra hours based on preparation for a prior learning assessment, must be disbursed directly to the student for the student's learning expenses. The funds may not be paid to the institution.

And I'll explain a little more about this in a moment as well. I'll go on to Slide 7. All right, so most types of prior learning assessments are eligible to be included in this experiment.

Some examples of eligible assessments are the College Level Examination Programming Exam, most commonly known as CLEP tests, college challenge exams or portfolio assessments. However, there are some things that are specifically excluded from use in the experiment.

An institution may not include the cost of transcript evaluations or placement testing as expenses in a student's cost of attendance. And remember that any prior learning assessment that you do include in the experiment has to lead to academic credit if the student successfully demonstrates prior learning.

Go on to Slide 8. Reasonable costs. The first time of flexibility this experiment offers, is to - is for you to add the cost of prior learning assessment to the student's cost of attendance. You can include the following in a student's cost of attendance.

Any test fees the student incurs and the cost of portfolio evaluation. And these costs can only be used for the payment prior or enrollment period covered by the cost of attendance.

However, you cannot include in a student's cost of attendance any per credit fees that you change when you award credit toward completion of a program. Those are considered administrative costs, not costs for the assessment of prior learning.

And the distinction here is, you can always include cost of prior learning assessments, so the cost of administering the tests, or the cost of actually reviewing a student's portfolio, but you can't have a per credit fee once a student has already successfully demonstrated prior learning.


And you can't include that fee in the student's cost of attendance. Go on to the next slide, Slide 9. So separate from the ability for a school to include the cost of prior learning assessments in a student's cost of attendance, the institution also has the ability in this experiment to add a limited number of hours to a student's Pell Grant enrollment status when a student is preparing for a more substantial prior learning assessment like a portfolio review.

You may include up to a maximum of three semester hours, or 4.5 quarter hours in a student's federal Pell Grant or Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grant enrollment status, for preparation for a prior learning assessment.

The amount of the credits that you include should reflect the amount of effort extended by the student for that preparation. Now this is important. The maximum number of credit hours could be included in just one payment period or over multiple payment periods within an academic year, or over multiple years in a program.

However, the maximum of three semester hours or 4.5 quarter hours applies over the student's entire academic program. So that is a flat maximum. You can never offer more than three semester hours or 4.5 quarter hours towards a student's Pell enrollment status based on this experiment.

Go on to the next slide, Slide 10. So the extra hours that you would assign to a Pell Grant student's Pell Grant enrollment status are intended to represent the actually time that a student spends preparing the materials needed to demonstrate prior learning.

An institution still has to follow the general requirements in the federal definition of a credit hour when determining how many hours to assign to a student for preparation.

The credit hour definition, defines a credit hour as an amount of work that reasonably approximates no less than three hours per week of preparation over 15 weeks for a semester hour, or over 10 to 12 weeks for a quarter hour.

And the specific citation for the credit hour definition is in 34CFR600.2 and we're going, we'll show you that in an upcoming slide about waivers but I want to be clear that we didn't waive the amount of time that we require for you to assign a credit hour.

We just waived the fact that a credit hour has to involve instruction. In this case, it can also involve prior learning assessment preparation. Go on to the next slide.

It's important to note that the prior learning assessment preparation time used to increase the student's enrollment status may not include some things, including the time spent by the student to study for a test or examine, or the time actually spent taking a test.

So for example, you can't include time that you know a student is preparing for a CLEP test or a Challenge Exam and you can't include the time the student was actually sitting in class taking an examine.

The kind of preparation that we're referring to is really when a student is preparing for something much larger and looks like a portfolio review. The experiment only permits you to add credit hours to a student's Pell enrollment status, and credit hour program.

So that's an important piece. You can't add clock hours to a student's program in order to increase the amount of aid received in a clock hour program.

So unfortunately, if any of you have clock hour programs that you were hoping to use prior learning assessment in under this experiment, the only thing that you could do would be include the cost of those prior learning assessments in the student's cost of attendance.

You cannot provide the student additional Pell Grant funds in a clock hour program under this experiment. The increase in enrollment status is also limited to the amount of time spent by the student during or just prior to the relevant payment period, preparing any materials required to demonstrate the learning that will be assessed.

Remember that the prior learning assessment preparation time is not the same as the academic hours that you actually credit to the student's academic program following a successful prior learning assessment.

And the example here is, the student spends quite a lot of time in a single semester and it equates to about, let's say three semester hours in preparation work towards a portfolio review.


But upon completion of that portfolio review, the institution actually gives the student 12 credit hours' worth of credit toward their degree. What we're talking about in terms of adding credit to the student's Pell enrollment status, is really only the three credit hours that they spent working on the portfolio review.

And we'll go on to the next slide here, Slide 12. So as I was mentioning, the increase to student's Pell Grant enrollment status does not apply to the student's enrollment status for purposes of any other Title IV awards, other than Pell Grants.

And any resulting increase to a student's Pell Grant award must be provided only as a direct disbursement or a credit balance refund to the student, even if doing so would result in an outstanding balance owed to the institution.

These funds are intended to support the student's living expenses while the student prepares for prior learning assessments. Go on to the next slide. Now we're on Slide 13. I just want to take a quick look at the waivers in the experiment.

Participants in the experiment will receive waivers of cost of attendance, enrollment status, the definition of a credit hour and also certain direct assessment requirements, which may not matter to you if you don't have a direct assessment program.

Also please note that the citation for the definition of a credit hours here, as I mentioned before, I do strongly recommend that you review that before you decide how you will assign credit for prior learning assessments under the experiment. We'll go on to Slide 14.

So let's take just a few minutes and talk about your program participation agreement. You likely have already received an amendment to your program participation agreement.

And once you receive this amendment please carefully review it and understand your commitment to participation in this experiment. You'll need to obtain the required signatures.


So generally from your Chief Operating Officer, or Chief Executive Officer, your president, and return the signed amendment to FSA via courier service. FSA sends the school a counter signed agreement to their PPA and the school then must keep this counter signed amendment on file.

Your school cannot begin adjusting students cost of attendance or disbursing additional Pell Grants under this experiment until the school has received the official invitation from FSA, the school accepts the invitation, as you probably already have. And the school official signs and returns the required amendment to the PPA. Go on to the next slide, on Slide 15. So now let's turn to some of the reporting requirements for the experiment.

In order to minimize the burden of reporting, FSA is trying to integrate as much of the information it has already collected in the processing of aid into the evaluation itself. So ideally schools won't be asked to report information that they or the students have already supplied to the Department.

But in order for this to work, schools will have to supply student specific identifying information and that could include social security number, last name and the first character of the first name in order to allow FSA to access data reported elsewhere.

Though experiment reporting will focus on experiment specific information, for example we would seek information on programs made experimentally eligible for Title IV aid, we'd seek information on the types and amounts of grants and loan assistance received by students affected by the experiment.


And that is particularly important because we will need to know if students are enrolled in programs and actually receive funds because of a PLA, as opposed to students who don't. Academic outcomes are also important for us to look at for the students affected by the experiment as I mentioned before.

We're very interested to see if students complete more quickly when they have prior learning assessments. In addition, the participating institutions will be required to submit a narrative description and evaluation of their implementation of the experiment.

At a minimum that narrative should include any unforeseen challenges or unexpected benefits of the waiver authority. And we'll go onto Slide 16. So institutions participating in the prior learning assessment experiment will also be, will be required to submit data annually to support FSAs evaluation of the experiment.

FSA will ask for two types of information. First, the participating schools will be asked to complete a survey that will gather information about how your school implemented the applicable waivers and about your use of prior learning assessments more generally.

Second, participating schools will be required to identify the individual students affected by the experiment and report outcome information for those students, including which prior learning assessments the students took, and the outcomes of those assessments.

FSA plans to minimize the burden of the second type of reporting by leveraging the existing (ISIR) Analysis tool, which is available in FSA access on line.

That will allow FSA and participating schools to take advantage of student demographic and financial data that the student has already reported on the FAFSA. And we'll go onto Slide 17.

So note that even though the experiment begins with the 15-16 award year, prior year data is needed to evaluate the impact of the experiment, therefore, you'll also need to report information from the 2014-2015 award year.

So please maintain the following information for the award years 2014-2015 and beyond while you're participating in the experiment. We'll need descriptions of the prior learning assessments your institution used or accepted during the award year.


Including the name of the assessments and some general characteristics about them. We'll need the cost to the student for taking the assessments. And we'll need your institutions policy for determining that a student has met requirements of his or her educational program as a result of successful assessment of prior learning.

We'll also need information regarding the individual students as I just mentioned who received Title IV aid, and who also took prior learning assessments at your institution during the award year.

That information should include a student's identifying information, the student's program of study, the name and a description of the assessments that the student completely and the amount of academic credit that the student earned toward his or her educational program as a result of the prior learning assessment.

Later this year, we'll provide you with a bit more information about the information you have to collect and how to submit that information. And with that, I will turn it back over to Anne to finish us out.
Anne Tuccillo:
Great. Thanks David. I am on Slide number 18 now and I'd like to talk just a little bit about some tools that might help you as you begin to implement the prior learning assessment experiment. So on Slide 18, you'll see some information regarding an action plan.

The action plan is designed to assist institutions with implementing the prior learning assessment experiment. This slide lists the topics covered under each action plan and we're going to talk a little bit more about that, display the action plan a little bit later in this session when we go out to the ESI Website.

So moving on to Slide number 19. This is where we want to point out the importance of policies and procedures. And I talked a little bit about that at the beginning of the presentation.

The action plan requires policies and procedures for your institution to document them to implement the experiment. The policies and procedures document, which is also available for you to download in the classroom, it is there to stress the importance.


And we want to stress the importance of developing the policies and procedures. And we've provided this template that you see on the screen to serve as a guide for you to use to update your institutions policies and procedures.

If you have not already done so, you can download this document from here in the classroom as I mentioned or from the experimental site's Website. And moving on to Slide number 20, this is just the continuation of the policies and procedures template, just here for your information.

And we're going to go out to the Website. My colleague Mike Cagle is going to orchestrate that for us so if we move on to Slide 21, we'll take you out live in just a few minutes.


But the experimental site's Website is a useful resource that you all should become familiar with and access to assist you with implementing your experiment. The Web address is located on the top of the slide. We hope that you'll bookmark it and go there often.

We hope you, as I said, we hope you save it as a favorite to your desktop. The one document that you should become familiar with as you get started with the implementation of this experiment is the action plan, as I mentioned.

It's located on the home page of the Website, under implement and experiment tab, as you see right here on the slide. It's the first link and it's titled Action Plans.

Now each experiment has an action plan and the action plans were designed to assist the school with identifying the items needed to properly administer each of the experiments that an institution is participating in.

Also the tab entitled Experiments is where you can find a listing of all the schools participating in each of the experiments. So Mike's going to go out live and quickly review the action plan and the list of participants in the experiment. So Mike, I'm going to let you drive. Here we go.

Let me get up there. Here we are. Here is our experimental site's Website, as you can see. We have our home page with the Home, how to apply, implement an experiment, experiments and ESI reporting.

So to find the action plan, Mike is going to click on implement an experiment or you can get it right here in the box. So go ahead and click that. And you will see, we have all the action plans based on the particular experiment.

So this is where you would go to find the action plan for prior learning assessments.

Mike Cagle:
Hey Anne, just quickly. The action plans for prior learning assessments will be posted shortly.

Anne Tuccillo:
Is still under review, that's right. Thank you.

Mike Cagle:
It will be posted there shortly.
Anne Tuccillo:
I got too excited about that. Sorry.

Mike Cagle:
I know.

Anne Tuccillo:
But this is where you will find it posted along with the other action plans. And so next, if you want to go back and hit the tab or go to the experiment tab from the Home Page or from the top.

Here's where by clicking on each of the links for the individual experiments, you will find a listing of who's participating or in the experiments, or accepted the Department's invitation to participate.

So here's a list of all of your colleagues, and if you have questions or want to talk with them about what they're doing or do some best practice sharing that might be a good way to figure out what other schools are doing as they implement the experiment. Thank you Mike for driving.

And we're just going to flip back to the presentation now to Slide 22 where we're going to talk about contact information. And we are really here to help you make your implementation of the experiment successful.

And one of the things we take a lot of pride in is by providing really good technical assistance and being available for schools. So I would like to encourage you to contact me. I am the PLA representative.

You have my contact information on the slide, my email and my phone number, and also if you have a question that you want to submit, you can also submit it to the experimental sites mailbox at experimentalsites@ed.gov. 

And now at this point, we are through with presenting all of our information so I'm going to ask the operator to come back on and to facilitate the question and answer session.
Coordinator:
Thank you.

Anne Tuccillo:
(Melanie) are you there?

Coordinator:
Yes, I am thank you. At this time we'll begin the question and answer session. To ask a question you may press star 1 on your touchtone phone. Please unmute your phone and record your first and last name clearly when prompted. To withdraw your question please press star 2.

Once again, if you would like to ask a question please press star 1 and record your name. One moment please for our first question. As a reminder, if you would like to ask a question please press star 1 and record your name. Thank you. Thank you for waiting. Our first question is from (Shirley Adam).

Your line's now open.

(Shirley Adam):
Hi, yes. We do credential evaluations so we were wondering if that can be included in those cost attendance calculations?

David Musser:
I'm sorry, can you repeat that?

(Shirley Adam):
Yes, we do credential evaluations, which the students pay for, so can we use that in part of the cost of attendance calculation?

David Musser:
I believe so. But can you explain a little bit more about what that is?

(Shirley Adam):
Sure I'll have a prior learning assessment person explain it.

David Musser:
Sure.

(Linda Wilder):
Yes, this is (Linda Wilder). With the credential evaluation, the student submits a professional license or credential that they've had to sit for or practice exam for and I orchestrate a team of faculty assessors to take a look at that.


And determine what college level learning a person would have to have in order to pass that and earn that credential. And we do charge the students a $300 assessment fee for that.

David Musser:
So this is, and so maybe I'll ask some more questions, this is a test that the student has taken elsewhere at another, from another provider, and you guys are reviewing the result the test as well as the test itself to determine how much academic credit would be provided?

(Linda Wilder):
Yes, a test is involved, but it's a test for a professional credential, so for example, some recent ones that we've evaluated would be a real estate license, a paralegal credential, some certified medical coder credential. So they're professional credentials.

(Shirley Adam):
They're not college transcripts.

(Linda Wilder):
Correct.

David Musser:
Okay. So they're professional credentials.

(Linda Wilder):
It just one of our (unintelligible) that we do.

David Musser:
Okay. I think we need to take this one back and take a close look at exactly how this process works, but it sounds like from what you've described that because it's a prior learning assessment that's offered.


And that there is a cost associated with the assessments, that it's a possibility that it could be eligible for the experiment, but we just need to check on it, I think. So I would recommend that we get in touch a little bit through email or by phone and we can talk a little bit more about this.

(Shirley Adam):
Okay, thanks. We'll be back in touch with you. And then I just want to make, just so I'm understanding, the three credits for portfolio preparation time is really across the student's entire program of study.

David Musser:
Correct.

(Shirley Adam):
They cannot come back - okay, very good. Thank you.

David Musser:
And it's only once, that's right.

(Shirley Adam):
Right. Okay, thank you.

Coordinator:
Thank you. Our next question is from (Peter Throne), your line is now open.

(Peter Throne):
Hi, my question, I'm from Bryant and Stratton College. I tuned in a little late so I'm sorry if you've answered this. Pell, you know, we may be eligible for a Pell up to three credits. Now if a student is successful in achieving, what is it up to 12 credits, additional credits there is no additional Pell, correct?

David Musser:
That's correct. And you're really only offering the Pell for the work that they're doing up to the prior learning assessment.

(Peter Throne):
Right.

David Musser:
Whatever results from the prior learning assessment has no bearing on this.

(Peter Throne):
Right. Okay.
David Musser:
Thanks for that question.

Coordinator:
Thank you. Once again, if you would like to ask a question, please press star 1 and record your name. Our next question is from (Cynthia Butler). Your line's now open.

(Cynthia Butler):
...to do with the program participation agreements, I know that in speaking with Jeff Baker at the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators, he alluded to the fact that some schools have already received their program participation agreement, their PPAs. We still have not received ours. Is that anything that we need to be concerned about?

David Musser:
I'll let Anne answer this one.

(Cynthia Butler):
Okay, thank you.

Anne Tuccillo:
PPA amendment are sent out by the school participation teams in all of our regional offices. And I believe all of the school participation teams have been sending those out. It does go to your institutional president and from there then, you know, sometimes that kind of causes maybe a delay.

Have you checked with all of the offices that may be involved in the signature process?

(Cynthia Butler):
No, I have not spoken to the specific presidents of each of the colleges that are participating with this. So I'll check with them to see if they've received anything. But I know I haven't and I'm the primary contact person on the PPA for financial aid purposes, but I know I had not received anything.

(Holly):
Well, this is (Holly). Why don't you email Anne, and she can check with (Warren) and see who he sent it to. Okay?

Anne Tuccillo:
Right.

(Cynthia Butler):
Okay, that would be great. Okay, thank you.

David Musser:
Thank you.

Anne Tuccillo:
Thank you.

Coordinator:
Thank you. Our next question is from (Keith Brender), your line's now open.
(Keith Brender):
Thank you. Hi. I noticed on Page 16 on the last bullet point, institutions need to report for the 2014/2015 year and forward. So are you looking for data going back into previous year or only after the experiment starts.

David Musser:
We are looking for data, to the extent that you have it. We understand that we haven't gotten this information to you until July, but to the extent that you have it, we're interested in data from 2014/2015 as well as 2015-16 and beyond. But nothing earlier than 2014/2015.

(Keith Brender):
Okay, just a follow up then. So students that, in this new academic year, 15-16 that are going to come into the experiments and do things and earn credits, et cetera, I can see who would we, who we would be reporting about.

But what's the expectation that you have for reporting of 2014-15, if we didn't have students doing this type of work?

David Musser:
Well if you didn't have any students taking prior learning assessments, then it would not apply to you guys.

(Keith Brender):
But if we did have some that were doing some form of prior learning assessment, you're interest in seeing what the change is basically from that year, right?

David Musser:
That's exactly right.

(Keith Brender):
Got it. Thank you.

David Musser:
Yes.

Coordinator:
Thank you. We show no question at this time. As a reminder, if you have any question, feel free to dial star 1 and record your name. Thank you. Thank you, our next question is from (Debbi). Your line's now open.

(Debbi):
Hi, my question regards to processing of financial aid specifically the return of Title IV and calculating SAP. If a student does not successfully complete the PLA.


Or they don't successfully complete a test that would increase the cost of attendance for, and possibly administer Pell for, and now they've actually withdrawn from any other courses because we're modules, and the return of Title IV calculation has to be calculated.

How would I include this particular test, or do I not include the test on the PLA?

David Musser:
So it's a good question. Yes, that's a good question. So the inclusion of a cost of a prior learning assessment, goes into your cost of attendance, as if any, just like any other cost would.

And in this case, the cost would act a lot like costs that aren't assessed directly by the institution, so for example, for instance the cost for transportation or room and board if the student is not living on campus.


The kind of costs that wouldn't, we wouldn't necessarily make a change to, you know, if something changed, unless the student brought it to your attention.

So essentially, if a student takes a prior learning assessment and there's a cost to taking that prior learning assessment, that should go into the cost of attendance regardless of whether the student is successful or not.

So if you include a cost for a prior learning assessment in a student's cost of attendance and then you find out that the student actually never did take that test, and didn't actually have his or her prior learning assessed.


And didn't incur a charge, then obviously in that case you would want to take that out of the cost attendance, but in every other circumstance, if the student actually incurred the cost, then you should leave that in the cost of attendance.

Because it really was a part of the student's cost of attendance, regardless of whether they passed the test, or whether they withdrew during the period. So with respect to the Pell - oh, go ahead. Do you have a question?

(Debbi):
Well I do. I have no problem with the cost of attendance. I understand exactly what you're saying. But with the return of Title IV calculation, it's not a direct charge on the student's account, but we are including it as a cost of attendance.

So even if the student completed the PLA or the test, but didn't not complete the period of enrollment and a return of Title IV calculation is required, do I include the charges that, or the cost that we're putting into the cost of attendance in the return of Title IV calculation.

And do I include the credit if we are giving them credit of one to three credits as part of the review process for the return of Title IV.

David Musser:
So do you, in terms of, there's a couple of things, and this is another good question. The credits that you assign to the student for R2T4 purposes, or for Pell purposes under the experiment, you don't have to worry about whether they're still working on the prior learning assessment when you consider when a student has withdrawn.

So that's number one. Number two is a question about whether the cost of the prior learning assessment - I think this is your question, should be included in institutional charges or the R2T4 calculation? Is that your question?

(Debbi):
That's one of my questions, yes.

David Musser:
In that case, it would depend on how the charge originated. If it was something that you, the institution charged then it would end up in the institutional charges component of the calculation, if it was charged during that period.


But it could be a charge that was incurred through, but some entity that wasn't associated with your institution at all, or that wasn't charged to the student's account and in that case it wouldn't be charged to the, it wouldn't be included in the institutional charges component of the R2T4 calculation.

And so what was the last piece of your question? Was it about how to include the dollar amount in the R2T4 calculation?

(Debbi):
Well actually I'm very confused in how I'm supposed to - a student completes the PLA portion but maybe doesn't complete the other courses that they've actually registered for, the credit hour courses.

And in processing the return of Title IV, do I use the fact - how do I incorporate a date or do I not even look at a date for the PLA that they complete to help in the assistance of determining last date of attendance?

David Musser:
Yes, that's also a good question, and you would not consider anything to do with the prior learning assessment when determining the date of withdrawal. The date of withdrawal will be determined using all of the course work that the student is actually taking during that payment period.

So if it - and this would be any academic course work the student has taken during that payment period. So let's say the student's taking two normal courses during the semester, and is also preparing for a prior learning assessment.


And the student drops both of those courses in the second week of the term but continues to prepare for the prior learning assessment, that student would be considered withdrawn and you would have to return all funds according to the R2T4 calculation at that time.

(Debbi):
All right. Let's muddy it a little further and I'm sorry if I'm in the weeds here.

David Musser:
That's okay.

(Debbi):
But we give three credits, so the student has (unintelligible) enrollment status for Pell. And so we've actually disbursed Pell for those three credits. In the same example you just provided, the student has to have a return of Title IV.

Am I going to perform a return of Title IV on those extra three credits of Pell that we just administered and did a direct disbursement to student?

David Musser:
You will include the Pell dollars that you disbursed, even though it was a direct disbursement to the student. Now, you would have to figure out - the protection in the R2T4 calculation for amounts that you disbursed to the student's account as opposed to the student, is the institutional charge calculation in the RoT IV calculation.

So in the example that you described, even if the Pell Grant, the increase to the Pell Grant would go directly to the student, you would include it in the R2T4, in the dollars that the student was disbursed in the R2T4 calculation.

And you would use the result of that calculation incorporating whatever the charges were for the student to determine how much you the institution are responsible to return.

So any dollars that you spend as a results of prior learning assessment, should be included in the R2T4 calculation as funds disbursed, if indeed you did disburse them.

(Debbi):
May I ask one last question and then I'll let you go? Because I know I'm hogging this.

David Musser:
Sure. Go ahead.

(Debbi):
When I read the agreement it lead me to believe that we could only administer Pell this way, and that just because we're increasing the cost of attendance, we're not, meaning that I could increase the direct loan if that would allow the student to buy a little bit more money in that program.

And yet the way I'm reading the slides today, I'm wondering if I misinterpreted what I read before? Can we increase the direct loans to help cover the cost of attendance with the increase?

David Musser:
If the student was packaged to their - to his or her full cost of attendance before you applied the increase for the prior learning cost of attendance, then yes, you could provide additional loan funds for those additional dollars that were added to the cost of attendance. Yes.

(Debbi):
Okay.
Coordinator:
Thank you. Our next question is from (Albert). Your line's now open.

(Albert):
Thank you. I was curious about on Slide 19, of Pell credit hours. You referred to a flax maximum for academic programs, so once a student starts and she needs some credits and then drops for whatever reason and comes back and enrolls in a different academic program.

Is that a flat max per program or overall for a particular disbursement year?

David Musser:
It is a maximum per program, so it is possible for an institution to provide another three credit hours until if indeed the student is enrolled in a new academic program. And all the same requirements apply in terms of credit having to go towards that new program.
(Albert):
Okay, great, thanks.

Coordinator:
Thank you. We show no further questions at this time. Once again, if you would like to ask a question you may press star 1 and record your name. Thank you. Thank you for waiting speakers. We still show no further question at this time.

Once again, if you would like to ask a question please press star 1 and record your name. Thank you.

(Holly):
Are we sure there are no more questions before we wrap this up for the day?
Coordinator:
We show no further question at this time.

(Holly):
This is your opportunity before we wrap it up.

David Musser:
It certainly is. Lots of silence.

(Holly):
All right Anne, if there's no more questions, it's your call.

Anne Tuccillo:
Well I was going to say, if there are no further questions, please feel free to send me an email or send an email to the experimentalsites@ed.gov mailbox and we will try and respond to your question as soon as possible. We thank you very much for joining us today and have a great afternoon.

Coordinator:
Excuse me speakers. We actually got two more questions. Would you like to take it?

Anne Tuccillo:
Sure.

Coordinator:
All right. Our next question is from (Christina Hunter). Your line's now open.

(Christina Hunter):
Oh hi. My question is actually going back to administering Pell and the fact that if we had already packaged a student with direct loans and then we subsequently increased the cost of attendance, we could then go back and loans.

So my question is the only way that we can offer a student direct loans for prior learning is if we had - if they were Pell eligible and we really couldn't offer direct loans by themselves, correct?

David Musser:
No that's not exactly true and I'll give an example to see if I can illustrate. So let's assume that we have a program with a very low cost of attendance, that's maybe a $3000 cost of attendance for the year. And a student has a $3000 direct loan. They're not Pell eligible but they have a direct loan.

And the student is in this experiment and takes a prior learning assessment that costs $500. That student would then be eligible for an additional $500 in direct loan funds as a result of the cost of that prior learning assessment.

So remember that's separate from the inclusion of additional credit hours for Pell enrollment status for a rigorous prior learning assessment. The increase in cost of attendance for the cost of a prior learning assessment could apply for any Title IV aid including direct loan funds.

(Christina Hunter):
Okay. Okay. Thank you so much.

David Musser:
Okay. No problem.

Coordinator:
Thank you. And our next question is from (Joel). Your line's now open.

(Joel):
Hi good morning. Thank you for providing the information. My question has to do with regional accrediting bodies. Did you, or anyone else on the team see about any other school asked to submit a substantive change to the accrediting body?

David Musser:
I have not, but that wouldn't be outside the accrediting agency's authority. They certainly could ask you to do that if you're creating a new prior learning program.


And as always, we would expect the school to fulfill whatever their accrediting agency requirements are as long as those are, fulfilling the regulatory requirements for the accreditor.
(Joel):
Okay. Thank you.
David Musser:
Sure.

Coordinator:
Thank you. We show no further questions at this time.
(Holly):
Okay, this is the last chance. Anybody else?

Coordinator:
We show no further questions in our phone queue.

(Holly):
Okay, team. What do you think?

David Musser:
I think we can wrap it up.

(Holly):
We're all set. We'll just work on getting that action plan up online for everyone.

Anne Tuccillo:
Right. And -

(Holly):
I think we can.

Anne Tuccillo:
And if you have questions please feel free to email myself or our experimentalsites@ed.gov mailbox. That's very much. Have a great afternoon.

(Holly):
Great thank you.

David Musser:
Thanks everybody.

Coordinator:
This concludes today's conference. Thank you for your participation. You may now disconnect.
END

